HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 24 February 2015 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	Jack Chapman – in the Chair

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

D Powell

	
	
	R Sherwin

J Spratt

F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)


L 3613
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs James Baird and Simon 
Marshall be accepted, for reasons as specified in the attendance 
register. (Cllr Robinson was absent.) 
L 3614

Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there any requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.
	L 3615
	Public Forum

	
	No members of the public were present.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3616
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 6 January 2015 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Vice-Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.



	L 3617
	Bonfire & Firework Display, Horley Recreation Ground

It was noted that the Chairman of the Horley & District Round Table had forwarded a cheque to the Town Council to cover the cost of the reinstatement, which had been necessary after last year’s display.  Cllr Stimpson advised that she thought that further reinstatement may be required.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3618
	Horley Bowling Club – Possible Extension Plans

The Clerk advised that he and the Chairman of the Council had met on site with a representative of the Bowling Club and had advised that the Planning Department at the Borough Council be contacted in the first instance.
RESOLVED:  noted. 


	L 3619

	Horley Churchyards 
It was noted that a meeting of the Churchyards Committee was due to take place on the following day.  Cllr Powell advised that he had met with a representative of St Bart’s Church to discuss the specification for their new Grounds Maintenance contract.  The Clerk advised that members of the Parochial Church Council now agreed that the land at the Church Road Allotment site was definitely owned by the Town Council. 
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3620
	Gatwick Greenspace Partnership – Steering Group Meeting

Cllr George updated members on the recent meeting.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3621
L 3622
	Grounds Maintenance Report

Members were advised that the Borough Council’s Parks & Countryside Manager had left his post unexpectedly.

RESOLVED:  noted.
Members were updated on recent monthly meetings, which had been held with the Borough Council’s Grounds Maintenance Operations Manager, notes of which are appended.
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3623
	RPI Increase to Grounds Maintenance Contract

The Clerk told members that this had been agreed at an annual rate of 1.6%.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3624
	Devolved Powers – Possible Renewal of Agency Agreement
The Clerk explained that the Agreement, whereby the Town Council undertook the grounds maintenance of a number of Borough Council owned open spaces in Horley and was reimbursed accordingly, was due to end on 31 March 2015.  The matter was discussed and most members were keen to see the Agreement renewed, although Cllr Sherwin stated that the financial information provided by the Town Clerk required clarification.  It was also noted that there had to date been no response from any Borough Council officer regarding the possible renewal of the Agreement.  After further discussion the following was resolved:

RESOLVED:  that this Committee make a recommendation in principle to Full Council that the Devolved Powers Agreement between the Town and Borough Councils be renewed.
 

	L 3625
	Playground Inspections 

	
	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3626
	Repairs to Playground Equipment

Cllr Powell suggested that the roundabout at Michael Crescent Centenary Park be re-painted once the weather had improved.
RESOLVED:  that the work be carried out in March/April 2015.


	L 3627

	Possible Provision of Café/Toilet Facilities, Horley Recreation Ground

Members were advised that a meeting with the Franchise operator, who ran the cafes at Priory Park, Redhill Memorial Park and Lady Neville Recreation Ground, had been arranged to take place later in the week and would include a visit to Horley Recreation Ground.

RESOLVED:  noted.
 

	L 3628
	Outdoor Fitness Equipment at Horley Recreation Ground

The Deputy Clerk advised that site meetings were currently taking place with various manufacturers and added that the quotations, when received, would be considered at a future meeting.

 RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3629

	Footpath refurbishment, Horley Recreation Ground
The Clerk advised that ground conditions were still too wet for the work to commence.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3630
L 3631

	Church Road Allotments

It was noted that the annual rental invoices had been sent out and that there had been one letter of complaint about the increased charges, to which the Clerk had responded.  To date, five allotments had been re-allocated to new tenants.
RESOLVED:  noted.

Langshott Allotments

The Clerk told members that the ground was still waterlogged, delaying the carrying out of final site preparations.  The Financial Agreement between the Borough and Town Councils was currently being finalised and an invoice had been sent to the Borough Council for site preparation costs incurred by the Town Council to date.
RESOLVED: noted.


	L 3632

	Charges for Football Pitch Hire, Court Lodge Fields
RESOLVED:  that the charges for the 2015/2016 season be agreed in principle and be finalised at a future meeting.


	L 3633
	Tree Works
The Clerk advised that the Arboricultural Surveyor at County Tree Surgeons had carried out tree surveys at Horley Recreation Ground, Court Lodge Fields and Emlyn Meadows.  The area of major concern was Court Lodge Fields, where a number of trees required work to be undertaken within 3-6 months.  It was noted that the cost of these works may exceed the remaining budget (£2,600), however members stressed the need for the most urgent work to be carried out at the earliest opportunity.  
RESOLVED:  that estimates be sought for the work, to be considered at a future meeting.


	L 3634

	Horley Conservation Group

Members were updated on recent activities carried out by the Group.  Officers had been appointed at the recent Annual Meeting and a series of activities were planned for the coming year.  It was noted that there may be some early evening tasks during the summer months.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3635

	Other Environment Matters 

Cllr George updated members on the recent meeting at Reigate Town Hall, where discussion had taken place about plans for Tanyard Meadows and the whole of the Riverside Green Chain.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3636
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

Members were updated on the meeting held on 20 January.  (Notes are appended.)
RESOLVED:  noted


	L 3637

	Horley Saturday Market

It was noted that some former traders had returned and the market was now operating on a weekly basis
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3638

	Horley Carnival, 20 June 2015
Cllr George confirmed that Gatwick Airport Ltd had agreed to provide £2,000 in sponsorship. The Carnival Committee continued to meet on a monthly basis to finalise arrangements for the event.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3639

	Horley in Bloom (HIB) and Horley in Spring
Members were updated on the meeting held on 3 February, notes of which are appended. The Horley in Spring competition had been launched and judges were in place.  Prizes may be presented at the Annual Meeting.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3640

	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)
The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the Town Council had entered the Town Centre, Parks and Allotments categories of the competition and added that she would be attending the SSEIB Seminar on 26 March, accompanied by Cllr George.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3641

L 3642

L 3643
L 3643)
	Summer Planting
The Deputy Clerk advised that County Cllr Kay Hammond had provided £3,500 from her Members’ Allowance to provide Summer Planters at the Horley Row and Court Lodge shopping parades, over a two year period.
RESOLVED:  noted.

Members agreed a “brightly coloured” theme for this year’s summer planting.

RESOLVED:  noted.

It was noted that a quotation had been received for the refurbishment of the brick planter close to NatWest Bank, however the costs appeared to be prohibitive. 

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3644

	Diary Dates
RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the raising of the Commonwealth Flag on 9 March and Town Meeting on 27 March.


	
	The meeting closed at 8.55 pm

Date of next meeting:  14 April 2015


