HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 6 January 2015 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	Jack Chapman – in the Chair

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	R Sherwin

J Spratt

F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)


L 3579
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs James Baird, Simon 
Marshall and David Powell be accepted, for reasons as specified in 
the attendance register. (Cllr Robinson was absent.) 
L 3580

Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there any requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.
	L 3581
	Public Forum

	
	No members of the public were present.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3582
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 4 November 2014 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.



	L 3583
L 3583)

L 3584

	Horley Churchyards 
It was noted that the meeting of the Churchyards Committee, scheduled to take place on 14 January, had been postponed.  Cllr George advised members that it should be the responsibility of the Church to respond to comments on social media regarding the poor condition of the Churchyards

RESOLVED:  noted. 
The Clerk told members that he had recently met with a member of the Parochial Church Council, who believed that the Church Road Allotments site could, if required, be used for burial purposes.  The Clerk added that this matter had previously been raised in 2005 when the Town Council’s Solicitor had clarified that there was no legal obligation upon the Town Council to transfer the allotments land for burial purposes.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3585

	Grounds Maintenance Report

Members were updated on recent monthly meetings, which had been held with the Borough Council’s Grounds Maintenance Operations Manager, notes of which are appended.
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3586
	Playground Inspections 

	
	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3587
	Repairs to Playground Equipment

The Deputy Clerk updated members on recent repairs.  There had, in particular, been a number of repairs to playground fencing, involving replacement of posts and rails.  
RESOLVED:  that the Town Council consider introducing a rolling programme to replace playground fencing with an alternative material to wood.


	L 3588

	Annual Inspections of Playgrounds
The Deputy Clerk advised that the Play Inspection Company had carried out the annual inspections in December, when only low risk or very low risk findings had been identified.  The reports had been made available to members, as well as to Bennetts Builders Ltd, who were responsible for playground repairs.
RESOLVED:   noted.  



	L 3589
L 3589)
	Review of Playground Inspection Regime
The Clerk advised that the Borough Council’s Grounds Maintenance Operations Manager had offered to assist with the risk assessment of play areas.  It was noted that Priory Park in Reigate was inspected on a daily basis.  The Deputy Clerk added that the review of the inspection regime, once complete, would form the basis of this particular specification in the new Grounds Maintenance Contract, due to be in place from 2016.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3590

	Possible Provision of Café/Toilet Facilities, Horley Recreation Ground

Members were updated on the recent visit to the “Pistachios in the Park” café at Lady Neville Recreation Ground in Banstead, which had been very useful.  Discussion had taken place with the Franchise operator, who also ran the cafes at Priory Park and Redhill Memorial Park.  The operator had been keen to stress the community aspects of the undertaking and he planned to visit Horley Recreation Ground, as well as the Innes Pavilion.  The Clerk stressed that these discussions were at an exploratory stage only and added that a full tender process would need to be followed, should the idea proceed.
RESOLVED:  that the matter be pursued further and be re-considered at a future meeting. 
 

	L 3591
	Bonfire & Firework Display, Horley Recreation Ground
Members were advised that members of the Horley & District Round Table had questioned the charges levied by the Town Council for reinstatement work (for tractor damage) and the removal of nails and debris from the bonfire site, a total of £245 plus VAT.  The Deputy Clerk added that Bennetts Builders had greatly reduced their charges, as the original invoice had been for nearly twice this amount.  Members suggested that a larger deposit (possibly £300) be requested next time and that the use of vehicles be restricted, should the ground be very wet.

RESOLVED:  that the amount charged to the Horley & District Round Table remain and payment be requested at the earliest opportunity.


	L 3592
	Horley Bowling Club – Possible Extension Plans
Members were made aware of plans by the Bowling Club for a possible extension of their clubhouse, within the footprint of the Club grounds.  The Clerk stressed that these were very much at an exploratory stage and added that he and the Chairman of the Council were to meet on site with a representative of the Bowling Club.

RESOLVED:  noted. 


	L 3593
	Outdoor Fitness Equipment at Horley Recreation Ground

The Deputy Clerk advised that, following the award of a grant (£10,000) from the London Marathon Charitable Trust, she planned to meet with various manufacturers to discuss possible options, with the new equipment being installed in the next financial year.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3594
L 3594)
	Circus at Court Lodge Fields

Members noted that John Lawson’s Circus would be at Court Lodge Fields from 18 – 21 May 2015, for the agreed charge of £500.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3595
	Funfair at Court Lodge Fields

Members noted that M&L Pleasure Fairs would be at Court Lodge Fields from 29 June – 6 July 2015, for the agreed charge of £1,200.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3596
L 3597
L 3598

	Church Road Allotments

It was noted that the annual rental invoices were currently being prepared.
RESOLVED:  noted.
Cllr Bethell advised that it may be necessary to bring in a contractor to mow the central pathway.  Cllr Stimpson suggested that she had a lawnmower, which might be used for the purpose.
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk contact allotment holders, regarding the matter.

Langshott Allotments

The Clerk told members that the Barratt Homes Design Manager/Architect was no longer in post.  He added that the site would be ploughed when weather conditions allowed, before the plots could be numbered.  An invoice would be sent to the Borough Council for site preparation costs incurred by the Town Council to date.
RESOLVED: noted.


	L 3599

	Riverside Garden Park – Bank Erosion
The Deputy Clerk advised that extensive vegetation growth had been removed and the bank reinstated to a smooth alignment.  A fence was to be installed and the cycle path extended inwards.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3600
	Emlyn Meadows – Loose Horses

The Deputy Clerk advised that, following the removal of the horses from the adjacent field, a padlock had been ordered to secure the gate leading into the field from the main road.  Members were of the opinion that this would not necessarily solve the problem.  It was noted that fly grazing was becoming a national problem.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3601
L 3601)
	Borough Council Tree Officer

It was noted that the Tree Officer was no longer in post, due to family reasons, and a new Officer was to be appointed.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3602
	Tree Works at Horley Recreation Ground

It was noted that Broadleaf Tree Services had carried out the planned tree works in December, for the agreed cost of £1,350 plus VAT.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3603
	Tree Surveys

It was noted that the Arboricultural Surveyor at County Tree Surgeons Ltd was to carry out tree surveys at Horley Recreation Ground and Court Lodge Fields, for the total sum of £550 plus VAT.  He would also carry out a tree survey at Emlyn Meadows for the sum of £270 plus VAT.

RESOLVED:  that the costs be approved.



	L 3604

	Horley Conservation Group

Cllr Spratt updated members on tasks carried out during the previous year.  It was noted that a meeting of the Group was to be held at Trinity Oaks School on 20 February, when the Group’s Officers would be appointed.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3605

	Other Environment Matters 

The Deputy Clerk advised that the not-for-profit organisation, CAB International, was to release a rust fungus at locations in Berkshire, Cornwall and Middlesex, as part of field trials to control Himalayan Balsam.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3606
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

It was noted that the Committee was due to meet on 20 January.
RESOLVED:  noted


	L 3607

	Horley Saturday Market

It was noted that there was a new stall selling kitchen ware.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3608

	Horley Carnival, 20 June 2015
Cllr George advised that MAD Ideas had agreed to produce the Carnival programme free of charge.  Contact had still to be made with a representative of Gatwick Airport regarding possible sponsorship.  The Redhill Corps of Drums was now unable to attend the event, so a different band was to be sought.
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3609

	Horley in Bloom (HIB)
It was noted that the HIB Committee was due to meet on 3 February and would be discussing the Horley in Spring competition.  Cllr George added that he would be talking with representatives from other parts of the Borough and giving advice regarding the setting up of their own “in Bloom” competitions.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3610
	Volunteer Activities

The Deputy Clerk advised that she had spoken with someone, whose son lived in a Horley Care Home and was keen to get involved with litter picking and gardening projects.  The Borough Council had provided litter picking equipment and she had suggested that he also help with preparations (weeding etc) for South & South East in Bloom.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3611
	Pipeline Safety and Awareness

The Clerk reported receipt of correspondence from Fisher German LLP advising that Esso Petroleum was proposing to inspect the entire route of its Fawley to London pipeline.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3612

	Diary Dates
RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the public exhibition by East Street Homes regarding land at 71 Victoria Road, being held at the Albert Rooms on 9 January.


	
	The meeting closed at 8.35 pm

Date of next meeting:  24 February 2015


