HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

Leisure & Amenities Committee


A report of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Council Offices, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 16 September 2003 at 8.00 pm.


Present:
Councillor
S Marshall - Chairman

Councillors 
Ms D Ashley-Smith, Mrs S Branwhite,


Mrs D Brooke-Hart, J Chapman, M George, 


Ms M Goldsmith, G Larcombe, J Meech, M Miller and 


B Weston.  

 







.



  


Also present:

Mr A Jones - Clerk to the Council

Mrs C Fenton - Deputy Clerk to the Council 

Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from 


Cllrs E Andrews and Miss T Peppiatt.

 L 0852
Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest, specific to the meeting.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0853
Public Forum – Request to Hold Parish Party at Court Lodge Fields

Members considered a request from a representative of St Bartholomew’s Church to hold a Parish Party at Court Lodge Fields in July 2004. Members pointed out that a Carnival may be held in Horley next Summer and that it would be important for the two events to be held on different dates. It was also noted that drainage work to improve the football pitches might be carried out around this time.


RESOLVED:

i) that the request be approved in principle.

ii) that details of alternative venues, such as Church Meadows be sought.

iii) that the matter be finalised at a future meeting.

L 0854
Gatwick Airport Community Trust


The Clerk told members that he had received the list of successful applicants.


RESOLVED:

i) that the Clerk write to the Chairman of the Trust, expressing disappointment there had been little recognition of Horley projects this year.

ii) that the criteria be sought for next year’s applications.

L 0855
Tree Works – Court Lodge Fields


The Clerk reported that several oak trees at Court Lodge Fields were in need of quite serious attention and that he planned to meet on site with a tree surgeon to inspect them. 

L 0855)
RESOLVED:  that the matter be reconsidered at a future meeting, when quotations have been received.

L 0856
Horley Crawley Countryside Management Project


Cllr Mrs Brooke-Harte reported that she had attended a meeting of the Horley Crawley Project. It was noted that her report of the meeting was available in the Town Council Offices.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.


Horley Churchyards

L 0857
Cllr Mrs Venn reported that the current grounds maintenance contractor was attempting to improve the condition of the churchyards. Several contractors had been invited to tender for the new contract and it was hoped that one would be in place by the beginning of November.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0858
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £2,000.00, being the second instalment of the Churchyards Maintenance Grant, be referred for approval by the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

L 0859
Vandalism at the New Churchyard and at Church Road Allotments


RESOLVED:  that a meeting of all interested parties be arranged, to consider possible ways, in which security at the two sites might be improved. 


Clerk’s Grounds Maintenance Report

L 0860
The Clerk told members that there had recently been problems in the Ornamental Gardens, where several paving stones had been lifted and two large boulders had been moved. There had also been a lot of litter and glass left around the skate park area and at Michael Crescent.


The Clerk added that reinstatement work had now been carried out at Emlyn Meadows and that the area in question had been seeded and harrowed.


Members were told that the Area Manger of John O’Conners Ltd was still to be replaced and that the Area Foreman was currently responsible for the day to day running of the contract.


Members expressed concern that litter was not being cleared until quite late in the day and the Clerk agreed to raise this point with the foreman. 


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0861
RESOLVED:  that the Committee Chairman meet with the Area Foreman to discuss ongoing issues.

L 0862
The Clerk said that he hoped that work would start soon on the preparation of Bye Laws.

L 0862)
RESOLVED:  that this be noted.


Playground Reports

L 0863
RESOLVED: that receipt of the Contractors’ playground inspection reports be noted.

L 0864
RESOLVED:  that receipt of the RoSPA playground inspection report be noted. (Copies available to read in the Town Council Offices.)

L 0865
RESOLVED:  that repairs identified in the Report be put in hand.

L 0866
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £212.00 plus VAT to Playground Management Ltd, for the production of the report, be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0867
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £24.00 plus VAT to the Contractor ASBIT, for repairs to the fittings of one of the playground gates at Court Lodge, be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0868
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £52.71 plus VAT to the Contractor ASBIT, for repairs to the roundabout at the Court Lodge Playground, be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0869
Members noted that the playground gates at Court Lodge, previously repaired by Bennetts Playcare Ltd, were still not closing adequately.


RESOLVED:  that Bennetts Playcare Ltd be requested to carry out further modifications to the gates, possibly to install latches, at no further cost to this Council.

L 0870
RECOMMEND:  that consideration be given to the replacement of the train climbing frame at the Court Lodge playground, at the earliest opportunity.

L 0871
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £700.00 plus VAT to Bennetts Playcare Ltd, for the topping up of bark pits at the Michael Crescent playground, be  referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0872
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £630.00 plus VAT to Bennetts Playcare Ltd, for the topping up of bark pits at the A23 playground, be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.


Repairs to Tennis Courts Fencing, A23 Recreation Ground

L 0873
RECOMMEND:  that suggestions for repairs be referred for consideration at the meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

L 0874
RESOLVED;  that the Contractor ASBIT be requested to repaint the lines on the tennis courts.

L 0875
Flagpole in Memorial Gardens


Members considered a suggestion from a local resident, that a flagpole be 
installed at the Memorial Gardens. There was general agreement that the 
proposal be taken forward and that the views of members of the Royal British 
Legion (Horley Branch) be sought. 


RESOLVED:  that the matter be re-considered at a future meeting when 
further information is known.

L 0876
Court Lodge Fields – Damaged Perimeter Fencing


Cllr George told members that it had been established that the perimeter fencing 
was the responsibility of the RB Housing Trust. He added that he planned to pass 
on the results of the recent residents’ survey to Trust representatives. 


RESOLVED:  that this be noted..

L 0877
Court Lodge Fields – Work Carried out by the Environment Agency


The Clerk confirmed that the Environment Agency had nearly completed the 
clearance work in the River Mole in the Court Lodge Fields area.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.


Court Lodge Fields – Provision of Steel Hoop Barriers and Height Restrictor 
Access Gate

L 0878
RESOLVED:  that the Town Council, in partnership with the Borough 
Council, meet half the cost of supplying and installing steel hoop barriers on 
the far side of the Horley Anderson Centre. (In addition, the Borough Council 
to supply 
and install a height restrictor access gate at no cost to this 
Council.)

L 0879
RECOMMEND:  that payment of approximately £800.00 plus VAT for the 
barriers be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for 
approval.

 
Improvements to Football Pitches – Court Lodge Fields

L 0880
RECOMMEND:  that payment of £600.00 plus VAT to the National Playing 
Fields Association, for the Drainage Investigation of four football pitches, be 
referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0881
The Clerk told members that several quotations for drainage schemes had been 
received, mostly in the region of £70,000.00. 


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0882
RESOLVED:  that three applications be submitted for funding.

L 0883
Members recorded their thanks to Cllr Mrs Branwhite for making the applications 
on behalf of the Town Council.

L 0883)
RESOLVED:  that this be noted.


Michael Crescent Centenary Park – Dividing Fence

L 0884
The Clerk told members that the fence dividing the Town Council land and that 
leased to 1st Horley Scouts had now been replaced and a gate installed. A copy of 
correspondence sent to 1st Horley Scouts is appended to these minutes.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0885
RECOMMEND:  that payment of approximately £10.00 plus VAT to the 
Contractor ASBIT, to repair the centre restraining wire, be referred to the 
Finance & General Purposes Committee for 
approval.

L 0886
Delta House/ Bungalows – Provision of Low Maintenance Shrubs


RESOLVED:

i) that Cllr George and the Clerk meet with the warden of the complex to discuss requirements for shrubs.

ii) that consideration be given, at the next meeting of the Committee, to making a contribution towards the costs involved.


Horley in Bloom

L 0887
Members were reminded that the Awards Evening was to be held at the Belmont 
Guest House on the evening of Friday 26 September. The Chairman of the 
Council said he hoped that as many members as possible would attend.


Cllr Mrs Branwhite added that next year would see the tenth anniversary of the 
competition.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0888
Members recorded their thanks to Cllr Branwhite for all her help, in particular for 
the preparation of winners’ certificates.


RESOLVED:  that this be noted.

L 0889
Accounts Payable

RECOMMEND:  that the accounts be referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for approval.

L 0890
Youth Motorcycle Initiative


RESOLVED:  that proposals from Surrey Police be referred for consideration at the next Committee meeting.

L 0891
Oakwood School – Year 11 Conference


The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from Oakwood School, requesting assistance at sessions of the conference.

L 0891)
RESOLVED:
i)
that details be sent to all members.


ii)
that members who are able to assist, inform the Clerk accordingly.


Christmas Lights 2003  

L 0892
RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of a donation of £6,000.00 from the Borough Council to the Town Centre Management Group (made payable to Horley Town Council.)

L 0893
RESOLVED:  that the Town Council order the necessary Christmas lights on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce

L 0894
Press Release


RESOLVED:  that a press release be issued, giving details of work carried out on the War Memorial and proposals to hold a meeting to find ways to combat vandalism at the Churchyards and at the Allotments.


RESOLVED:  that in view of the special or confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public 
and press be instructed to withdraw.

L 0895
Renewal of Grounds Maintenance Contract


CONFIDENTIAL


Members considered the way forward.


Meeting closed at 10.00 pm. Date of Next Meeting: 28 October 2003.
