HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 28 May 2013 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	Simon Marshall (Chairman)

	
	
	J Baird

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	J Chapman

	
	
	M George

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	D Powell

	
	
	R Sherwin

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	
	W Hall – Horley & District Round Table


L 3182
Election of Committee Chairman (Cllr R Olliver in the Chair)


Cllr Jack Chapman proposed and Cllr Fiona Stimpson seconded that Cllr Simon Marshall be nominated as Committee Chairman. There were no further nominations for the post.


RESOLVED:  that Cllr Simon Marshall be elected Chairman of the Leisure & Amenities Committee for the Municipal Year 2013/2014.



Cllr Simon Marshall in the Chair

L 3183
Election of Committee Vice-Chairman


Cllr Simon Marshall proposed and Cllr Samantha Marshall seconded that Cllr Jack Chapman be nominated as Committee Vice-Chairman. There were no further nominations for the post.


RESOLVED:  that Cllr Jack Chapman be elected Vice-Chairman of the Leisure & Amenities Committee for the Municipal Year 2013/2014.

L 3184
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apology of Cllr Goldsmith be accepted, for 
reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.  (Cllr Robinson was 
absent.)
L 3185
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3186
	Public Forum 

	
	Mr Warren Hall requested permission for the Horley & District Round Table to hold its Annual Bonfire & Fireworks Display at Horley Recreation Ground on Saturday 2 November 2013.  Members suggested that the Round Table investigate whether any type of Licence would be required for the event.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3187
	Annual Bonfire & Firework Display

RESOLVED:

i)
that the Horley & District Round Table be given permission to 
hold its Annual Bonfire & Firework Display at Horley Recreation 
Ground on Saturday 2 November 2013. 

ii)
that a letter be sent to the Round Table, detailing the Town 
Council’s standard terms and conditions for the event.



	L 3188
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 16 April 2013 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 3189

	Appointments to Sub-Committees and Outside Bodies Reporting to the Leisure & Amenities Committee

RESOLVED:  that the appointments be approved (Details are appended to the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 14 May 2013.)



	L 3190

	Horley Churchyards 
The Clerk reported that a meeting of the Churchyards Committee was due to take place the following week and added that meetings would be held quarterly thereafter.  The Clerk said that a number of residents had raised concerns about the lack of grass cutting at the Churchyards.  There had been no response from the Parish Office.  Cllrs David Powell and Simon Marshall agreed to visit the Churchyards to check conditions.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3191
	Churchyards Maintenance Grant
RESOLVED:  that payment of £1500, being the Churchyards Maintenance Grant for April – June 2013, be approved.


	L 3192
L 3192)

	Grounds Maintenance Report

The Clerk said that the regular meetings with the Area Manager responsible for the Grounds Maintenance Contract were continuing.  Several members expressed concern that the grass verges needed to be cut, as well as the long grass around the “Welcome to Horley” signs.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to raise these points with the relevant Borough Council Officer.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3193
	Playground Inspections

	
	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3194

L 3195
	Members’ Inspections of Recreation Grounds

RESOLVED:  that members’ inspections be agreed as follows:

Cllr George – Court Lodge Fields & Riverside Walk

Cllr Stimpson – Riverside Garden Park

Cllrs Bethell / Powell – Michael Crescent Centenary Park

Cllr Chapman – Yattendon Road Recreation Ground

Cllr Simon Marshall – Horley Recreation Ground

Cllr Samantha Marshall – Church Meadows

Cllr Valerie Marshall – Emlyn Meadows & Bay Close Open Space

Cllrs Spratt and Olliver agreed to be reserves and members were requested to contact the Town Council Offices if they were unable to carry out their inspection.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3196
	Minor Works at Recreation Grounds

RESOLVED;  that payment of the following works carried out by 

J King & Son be ratified:
Strimming banks at Church Meadows - £250 plus VAT

Rotovating areas for wild flowers at Church Meadows and Horley Recreation Ground - £150 plus VAT



	L 3197
	Proposed Skate Park Refurbishment at Horley Recreation Ground

The Clerk confirmed that the outline application for funding to the Big Lottery Fund (Reaching Communities) had been unsuccessful.  A further application for funding was to be made to the SITA Trust.  He told members that the Facebook Page had now been launched.  Cllr Stimpson added that she would ensure that the matter was placed on the agenda of the next School Council meeting.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3198
	Horley Recreation Ground – Fields in Trust
RESOLVED:  that the Non-Charitable Deed of Dedication be approved and signed. 



	L 3199
	Horley Recreation Ground – Electrical Installation Check
The Clerk confirmed that the socket outlets on the five lamp posts had been tested free of charge. A query regarding the electrical set up (series or parallel) still remained to be answered. 
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3200
	Horley Recreation Ground – 

Request to set up Children’s Quad Bike Track

Resolved;  that further information be sought, prior to any decision being taken



	L 3201
	Circus and Funfair, Horley Recreation Ground

The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the Circus would be arriving on 21 July and would be open from 24 – 28 July and the Funfair would be arriving from 5 August and would be open from 8 – 11 August.
RESOLVED:  that letters, detailing the Town Council’s Standard Terms and Conditions, be sent to both organisations.



	L 3202

L 3203
	Tree Works, Horley Recreation Ground

The Clerk reported that a resident form Hevers Avenue was complaining about the height of a line of conifers in the park, which were behind her garden.  The Borough Council’s Tree & Woodlands Officer had advised that, under the High Hedges Act, the Town Council was required to take action, either by reducing the height of the conifers or removing them altogether.

RESOLVED:  that a quotation be sought for removal of the conifers, to be considered at the next meeting of this Committee.

RESOLVED:  that further tree works be considered at the next meeting of this Committee


	L 3204
	Turfing in Ornamental Gardens

RESOLVED:  that payment of £320 plus VAT to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance for works carried out be ratified.



	L 3205
	Additional Top Soil in Memorial Gardens

RESOLVED:  that payment of £250 plus VAT to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance be approved.



	L 3206
	Replacement Rose Bushes in Memorial Gardens

RESOLVED:  that payment of £308 plus VAT to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance be ratified. (Approved by Committee Chairman in early May.)



	L 3207

L 3208
	Summer Planting in Memorial Gardens

RESOLVED:  that payment of £1,693 plus VAT to Countrywide Grounds Maintenance be approved.

RESOLVED:  that a programme of works for the Memorial and Ornamental Gardens be put in place for the remainder of this year.

	L 3209
L 3210
	Riverside Garden Park

RESOLVED:  that payment of £65 plus VAT to Sussex Wildlife Trust for materials used by Gatwick Greenspace volunteers to install three benches be approved.

RESOLVED:  that a litter bin be purchased from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council and installed nearby.



	L 3211
	Motor Cycle Inhibitor at Court Lodge Fields

Members considered a request from the local Police to have an inhibitor installed at the end of the footpath near the Six Bells Public House, leading into the Recreation Ground.  Members felt that such action would not adequately address the issue and would not be cost effective as, due to a lack of fencing around the Recreation Ground, motor cycles would still be able to access the area with ease.
RESOLVED:  that these views be made known to the local Police at the next Liaison Meeting.



	L 3212

	 Himalayan Balsam Action Plan
Cllr Powell reported that the river bank at Court Lodge Fields (on the Reigate & Banstead side) had been litter picked and flailed, following which the Himalayan Balsam had been sprayed with pesticide.  The river bank at Church Meadows (Reigate & Banstead side) was also due to be sprayed.  Japanese Knotweed had also been identified, which needed to be sprayed.  Cllr Powell added that he was in contact with the Environment Agency, regarding plans to treat the opposite bank, probably from a boat.  This would require the use of a water friendly herbicide and would possibly entail training.  The banks would be sprayed again later in June and volunteers would then help by pulling up the rest of the plants.  Gatwick Greenspace volunteers would be pulling up Himalayan Balsam plants at Riverside Garden Park. 
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3213
	Volunteer Works

The Deputy Clerk advised that a team for Community Payback had been clearing the footpath along the main road adjacent to Riverside Garden Park.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3214
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

	
	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of minutes of the meeting held on 7 May 2013.  (A copy is appended.)


	L 3215
	Horley in Bloom and Horley in Bloom
RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2013.  (A copy is appended.)



	L 3216
	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)
The Deputy Clerk reported that judging was due to take place on the morning of 9 July, following which Cllr Powell would give a short presentation to the judges on the Himalayan Balsam Action Plan and lunch would then be provided for judges and sponsors.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3217


L 3218
	Sponsorship Matters

The Deputy Clerk reported that there had been a very good response to letters sent out to members and local businesses, inviting sponsorship of town centre flowers.

RESOLVED:  noted.

Members approved a suggestion that local residents and businesses be invited to sponsor the planting of trees and shrubs in the recreation grounds.

RESOLVED:  that the matter be considered in greater detail at a future meeting.



	L 3219

	Horley Saturday Market
The Clerk reported that only one or two stalls were ever present.
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3220
	Sunday Car Boot Sale

Concerns were raised that the proprietor of the Car Boot Sale was insisting that the owners of any cars parked in the Central Car Park on a Saturday night pay a £10 fine to him, before being able to remove their cars.  The Clerk agreed to raise these concerns with the Borough Council’s Parking, Parks & Countryside Manager.

RESOLVED:  noted.

 

	L 3221

	Langshott Allotments
The Clerk reported that he had attended further site meetings and was discussing details of the handover of the site with Borough Council Officers
RESOLVED: noted. 

	L 3222
	Church Road Allotments

RESOLVED:  that further quotations be sought for repairs to the boundary fence and the matter be re-considered at the next meeting of this Committee. 


	L 3223
	Horley Carnival, 13 July 2013  

	
	Cllr George reported that the Carnival parade would assemble in the Victoria Road car park before parading through the town.  A programme for the day was to be produced, at no cost to the Carnival itself.  (Notes of recent meetings are appended.)
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3224
	Bay Close Open Space
The Clerk reported receipt of correspondence from the Poynes Road Neighbourhood watch Coordinator, voicing residents’ concerns about damage caused to their fences, by youths playing football in Bay Close Open Space.  Members were reminded that the Town Council had considered the installation of permanent goal posts at the site.
RESOLVED:  that the Committee Chairman meet on site with the residents concerned and the matter be re-considered at the next meeting of this Committee.


	L 3225
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the Charity Skittles Event in June and Horley Carnival on 13 July.
Meeting closed at 9.20 pm     
Date of next meeting – 16 July 2013


