HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Minutes of a Meeting of the above-named Committee held at the 

Town Council Offices, Albert Road, Horley on 20 January 2015, at 7.30 pm
	Present:
	Cllrs
	R Sherwin - Chairman

	
	
	J Baird

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	D Jackson

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	Simon Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	

	In Attendance:
	
	Alan Jones -Town Clerk

C Fenton – Deputy Town Clerk
R Cavanagh – Finance Officer

	
	
	

	F 3568
	Apologies and Reasons for Absence

	
	RESOLVED: that the apologies of Cllrs Miller and Powell be accepted, for reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.  (Cllr M Robinson was absent.)


	F 3569

	Declarations of Interest

	
	There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to this meeting, neither were there any requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	F 3570
	Public Forum

	
	No members of public were present.
RESOLVED:  noted



	
	Approval of Minutes

	F 3571

	Finance & General Purposes Committee, 25 November 2014
The minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.

	F 3572
	Damage to Height Barrier at former Horley Anderson Car Park
The Clerk told members that the Town Council’s insurers had now received payment for the damage from the company responsible and the Town Council’s £50 excess had been returned. 
RESOLVED:  noted.


	F 3573
	Audit Matters  

	
	RESOLVED: that the Councillors’ Audit Certificate for November and December 2014 and Clerk’s responses (where applicable), be received.  (A copy is appended.)


	F 3574
	 Appointment of Internal Auditor 2015 - 2016

	
	RESOLVED:  that the appointment of Mr Paul Hartley for a further year be approved.



	F 3575
	Financial Reports for November 2014

	
	RESOLVED: that the following reports, as appended to these minutes, 
be approved:

i) Bank Reconciliations

ii) Summary of Receipts and Payments Compared with Estimates

iii) Receipts List totalling £41,691.42 plus VAT (£41,925.28) 


(includes Concurrent Functions payment of £35,000 from Reigate & Banstead)



iv) Payments List totalling £37,273.29 plus VAT (£38,375.40)
(includes PWLB repayments of £13,297.33)


	F 3576
	Financial Reports for December 2014

	
	RESOLVED: that the following reports, as appended to these minutes,
be approved:
i) Bank Reconciliations
ii) Summary of Receipts and Payments Compared with Estimates
iii) Receipts List totalling £10,041.10 plus VAT (£10,183.63)
iv) Payments List totalling £57,564.10 plus VAT (£59,426.51)

(includes payment of additional £35,000 to Surrey Pension Fund)           


	F 3577
	Borough Standards Committee 

	
	Members were advised that no meetings had taken place
RESOLVED:  noted.


	F 3578
	Communications Sub-Committee

	F 3578)


	Members were updated on the recent meeting of the Sub-Committee, minutes of which are appended.
RESOLVED: noted


	F 3579
	Local Council Award Scheme

	
	Members considered information received about the Scheme (details are appended).  The Clerk explained that this replaced the Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme.
RESOLVED: 
i) that the Town Council apply for automatic transition to the Foundation level of the new Award Scheme.
ii) that, longer term, consideration be given to attaining the next two award levels.



	
	Surrey Association of Local Councils (Surrey ALC) & National Association of Local Councils (NALC)

	F 3580

F 3581


	Cllr Olliver reported that, in his capacity as Chairman of Surrey ALC, he had been invited to sit on the NALC Policy Committee.  In response to a question from Cllr George, Cllr Olliver confirmed that the NALC leadership now seemed to be more effective and communication was much improved.  NALC was in particular opposed to referenda principles being applied to “higher spending” parish and town councils, a threat which had hung over the sector since last year.
RESOLVED:  noted.
It was noted that the Town Councils subscription costs for 2015/2016 would be £1,624 for Surrey ALC (the first increase in five years) and £969.70 for NALC.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	F 3582
	Horley Project Requirements

	
	The Clerk updated members on progress made with various items on the list of potential projects, in particular the possibility of café/toilet facilities at Horley Recreation Ground and the demolition of the Michael Crescent Scout Hut and subsequent re-evaluation of the site.
RESOLVED:  
i) that the updated list be circulated to Borough and County Councillors for comment.

ii) that a further meeting of Town, Borough & County Cllrs be convened when further progress has been made.



	F 3583
	Council Tax Support Grant

	F 3583)


	The Clerk advised members that, at the recent HTC/RBBC Liaison Committee meeting, confirmation had been given that the same level of the Grant would be paid in 2015/2016 as had been paid in 2014/2015 (£20,841) and it would then be then be reduced by approximately £5,200 per annum.  It was noted however that NALC, in its recent response to the Consultation on the Local Government Finance Settlement 2015/2016, had stated that “Government should take new action to ensure council tax support funding is passed on to local councils by billing authorities”
RESOLVED:  noted.



	F 3584
	Town Guide 2015 / 2016

	
	The Clerk advised that, following the decision by local company MAD Ideas to withdraw from the publication of the 2015/2016 Town Guide, he had provided detailed specifications to a number of companies who had expressed an interest in publishing the Guide.  Following this, Local Authority Publishing had confirmed in writing that the company was willing to publish a new guide for Horley on a fully-funded basis.  Two editions would be published (2015 & 2016 editions) with Royal Mail door to door delivery within one week and an online interactive guide.   After further discussion the following was resolved:

RESOLVED:
i) that Local Authority Publishing be appointed to publish the Horley Town Guide for 2015/2016. 

ii) that the first edition be published in the autumn of 2015.


	F 3585
	Town Meeting, 27 March 2015

	
	Members considered arrangements for the meeting.  It was noted that the Nominee had accepted the Town Award and was happy to receive this at the Town Meeting.  Cllr George added that there should also be presentations to the winners of the junior section of the Court Lodge in Colour competition. 
Members considered possible speakers and, after further discussion, the following was resolved:
RESOLVED:  that Cllr David Munro, Chairman of Surrey County Council, be invited to speak at the Town Meeting.  (The invitation was subsequently accepted.)


	F 3586
	Cycle of Meetings, 2015-2016

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Cycle of Meetings be considered at the Full Council meeting on 3 February 2015


	F 3587

F 3587)
	Risk Assessment

RESOLVED:  that the Risk Assessment and Management Paper for 2014/2015 be recommended for approval by Full Council on 3 February 2015.



	F 3588
	Review of Financial Regulations and Standing Orders

RESOLVED:

i) that the Standing Orders Sub-Committee meet to review the   Financial Regulations and Standing Orders.
ii) that the Sub-Committee’s recommendations be considered at the next meeting of this Committee. 



	F 3589
	Charges for the Hire of the Albert Rooms for 2015/2016

RESOLVED:

i) that the hire charges, as appended, be approved and be publicised on the Town Council website.

ii) that the charges be reviewed later in the year, if necessary.

 

	F 3590
	Improvements to Innes Pavilion –

Provision of Disabled access Toilet Facilities
The Clerk informed members that the appointed contractor, Bennetts Builders, would be carrying out the work during the week commencing 16 February 2015.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	F 3591
F 3592
	Michael Crescent Centenary Park
The Clerk advised that he had received several quotations for the demolition of the former scout hut.  Planning permission was not required, just Building Regulations approval, and an Asbestos Survey would also be required.
RESOLVED:  noted.
The Clerk told members that he had met on site with a representative of Surrey County Council to discuss the possible removal of the covenant requiring the land only to be used for recreational purposes.  Initial indications were that this may be possible and a detailed response was awaited.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	F 3593
F 3593)
	Consultation on the Government’s intensions to Modernise Parish Poll Regulations
Cllr Olliver updated members on the proposals.  He explained that, at present, a Parish Poll could be demanded by not less one third of local government electors at a Parish Meeting or ten electors, whichever was the smaller.  New proposals required that no Poll shall be taken unless the poll is demanded by the majority of local government electors present at the meeting and the electors demanding a poll constitute not less than 10% of local government electors or sixty electors, whichever is the smaller.  Voting arrangements would require any poll to be open from 7.00 am until 10.00 pm with full facilities for the disabled.  The government also proposed to more closely define the questions, on which a parish Poll could be called, to ensure questions posed were on appropriate local issues, about which the parish council had the capacity to make a decision.
After further discussion, the following was resolved:

RESOLVED:  that the Town Council fully support the Government’s proposals regarding the modernisation of Parish Polls.  (A copy of the Town Council’s response is appended.)


	F 3594
	St George’s Day Fayre, 25 April 2015

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Town Council decline to participate in the Fayre, in view of this being an election year.


	F 3595
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the 
Briefing at Reigate Town Hall for agents and candidates on 28 January and the National Flood Forum Roadshow at Centenary Hall, Smallfield on 7 February.

	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 8.22 pm.  

	
	

	
	Date of next meeting: 17 March 2015

	
	


