HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Planning & Development Committee
Minutes of a Meeting of the above-named Committee held at the 

Town Council Offices, Albert Road, Horley 
on 1 December 2009 at 19:30 hours.
	Present
	Cllrs
	Mike George (Chairman)

	
	
	

	
	
	Paul Avis

	
	
	Denese Brooke-Harte

	
	
	Jack Chapman

	
	
	Graham Knight

	
	
	Simon Marshall

	
	
	Michael Miller

	
	
	Richard Olliver

	
	
	Fiona Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	Alan Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	Joan Walsh

	
	
	


	P 2703
	Apologies and Reasons for Absence

	
	RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllr Snowball be accepted, for reasons as specified in the Attendance Register. (Cllr Bethell was absent.)  


	P 2704
	Declarations of Interest

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Declarations of Interest, as appended to these minutes, be noted.



	P 2705
	Public Forum – Comments by Mrs Helen Peters

	P 2705
	Planning Application P/09/01642/F – Horley Town Football Club, Court Lodge : Variation of Condition 16 of 01/02279/OUT to increase opening hours
Mrs Peters raised concerns about the proposed application having adverse affects on local residents during the early hours.  It was noted that there are already persistent problems caused by some patrons leaving the establishment after closing time whilst intoxicated and thereby causing antisocial behaviour, together with noise nuisance, littering on the street and often criminal damage to parked motor vehicles when waiting for taxis.  Local residents considered that extending the opening hours twice per month, until midnight on Fridays and until 1:00am on Saturdays, would exacerbate these problems even more.  
Cllr Miller stated it is important that Licensing Laws are not confused with Planning Laws and, like most social clubs, the primary objective is to generate a lucrative income and maintain the economy in the local area. 

Cllr Marshall agreed to raise the points of concern on behalf of local residents at the next Police Liaison meeting on 4 December 2009.  

Cllr Brooke-Harte agreed to do likewise at the next Horley North West Neighbourhood Panel meeting on 15 December 2009, and a further meeting is to be held on 14 January 2010.

RESOLVED: noted.



	P 2706
	Approval of Minutes

	
	Planning and Development Committee -   3 November 2009
The minutes of the above meeting of the Planning & Development Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meeting of the 

Planning & Development Committee be approved.


	
	Matters Arising

	P 2707


	Planning and Development Committee -   3 November 2009

Southern Railway
It was noted that there has been no further response by Network Rail on the matters of concern raised by members.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would now write to the Managing Director of Network Rail with a copy to Peter Ainsworth, MP, expressing concerns about the condition of the subway, as well as the footbridge, and requesting an urgent response.  A further letter would also be sent to Southern Railway representatives, requesting a response on the issues raised at the last meeting.
RESOLVED: noted.



	
	Outside Bodies and Sub-Committees

	P 2708


	Reigate & Banstead Committee: Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) R&B

Cllr Chapman clarified that former communications sent to him by the CPRE committee were not received by him due to a temporary loss of connection by his internet provider.  Cllr Miller reiterated that there were many inaccuracies in the last set of minutes produced by this Committee.  The Clerk explained that a Committee Representative, Gillian Hein, had acknowledged this and would ensure that the matter was rectified to avoid further problems.   
RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2709

	Determined Planning Applications
Members reviewed the list of applications determined for the period 

28 October – 24 November 2009.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2710
	Planning Applications received from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council for the week ending 3 November 2009

RESOLVED:  that the Town Council’s comments, as appended to these minutes, be noted.



	P 2711
	Planning Applications received from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council for the week ending 10 November 2009

RESOLVED:  that the Town Council’s comments, as appended to these minutes, be noted.



	P 2712
	Planning Applications received from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council for the week ending 17 November 2009

RESOLVED:  that the Town Council’s comments, as appended to these minutes, be noted.


	P 2713
	Planning Applications received from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council for the week ending 24 November 2009

RESOLVED:  that the Town Council’s comments, as appended to these minutes, be noted.



	
	Ongoing Planning Matters

	P 2714

P 2715

P 2716

P 2717

P 2718
	Mercure Hotel, Povey Cross Road, Crawley – Change of Use from Hotel to (Class C1) to Removals Centre

The Clerk reported that an amended plan regarding the fencing boundary change was received from Crawley Borough Council.  With regards to Appendix 1 from Arora Management Services, the Press Release issued on 19 May 2009 by the UK Border Agency indicates where the new Removal Centres are planned including Brooke House at Gatwick. There is no mention of any additional facilities in this area.

 

Cllr George believed that the Mercure Hotel had not made a convincing case that such a facility, as proposed, is needed at Gatwick rather than another area. It appears to us to be based on their presumptions as to the Border Agency's future requirements in spite of correspondence from that agency that there is no demand in the Gatwick area that cannot be met by the existing centres.

 

Cllr George stated that the recent correspondence from Arora had not caused us to modify our comments on the original objections to this application.
RESOLVED:  that the Town Council objects for the reasons given previously.

Planning Application: P/09/01497/F – Fell Trees Adjacent to 5 Bullfinch Close
The Clerk addressed members with a response from the Tree Officer at Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Malcolm James, who clarified that the Bullfinch Close application is not connected to the recent spate of tree work applications at Chaffinch Way.  There have been a number of tree work applications in respect of Chaffinch Way, mostly involving the pruning and felling of horse chestnuts.  A small Maple tree was recently removed from the rear garden of 5 Bullfinch Close.  The tree had an identified structural defect and therefore its removal and the application are not related to the current one for the erection of a five bedroom dwelling to the west of Bullfinch Close.

  
RESOLVED: noted.

Oak Trees at Horley Anderson Centre

The Clerk reported that three Oak trees situated at Riverside Walk, close to the Horley Anderson Centre, will have to be cut down due to severe basal decay and one of the trees is well within falling distance to a power-line.  Two of the three Oak trees are significant landscape features, and it is therefore intended to replant to amend for the loss in the long term.
RESOLVED: noted.

Planning Applications from Crawley Borough Council

The Clerk reported that the Town Council is now receiving weekly Planning Applications from Crawley Borough Council to raise comments accordingly. 

RESOLVED: noted.

North East Sector, Crawley – Appeal by Taylor Wimpey UK Ltd and Beazer Homes (Reigate) Ltd

The Clerk stated he had received a letter from the Department of Communities & Local Government (DCLG) in connection with the appeal and public enquiry by Taylor Wimpey UK Ltd for the major development of 1,900 residential homes and other public amenities.  The DCLG accepts the Inspector’s recommendation to allow the appeal subject to further representations up to 20 January 2010.  A final decision is expected on 11 March 2010.

RESOLVED: noted.


	P 2719
	North West Sector

	
	Cllr Miller reported that Property Developers are in the process of finalising a new Section 106 Agreement with landowners because the previous application expired before its completion.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	P 2720
	Horley West Local Community Action Plan (LCAP)

	
	An ordnance survey map of the proposed Horley West LCAP area and possible extension area was distributed to members.  The Horley West LCAP team is headed by Simon Bland and the consultation period is underway until  January 2010 with funding in place.  Cllr George and Cllr Marshall have also had an initial meeting with the coordinator from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Charlotte Fletcher.  It was suggested that she also contact representatives of the local Churches, such as the Baptist Church, who are very active in the community.   Further meetings with Charlotte were also requested and are anticipated to take place in the New Year.  It was therefore agreed to retain this matter as a standing item on future Planning & Development agendas.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2721
	Town Centre Regeneration

The Clerk advised that a meeting of this committee has been deferred and is now anticipated to take place at the Council Offices around the end of January 2010.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2722
	Highway Matters

	
	The Clerk reported that a third letter has been sent by Cllr Powell to the Director of Services to the Community at Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Graham Cook, regarding town centre cleaning and it is anticipated that a meeting on site will take place in due course.  The Clerk added that Nic Martlew, Head of Neighbourhood Services, is willing to attend future meetings at the Council offices to identify any further reported problems.

RESOLVED: noted.



	
	Surrey County Council Bus Review 

	P 2723

P 2723

	Proposed Timetable Changes in Reigate and Banstead

The Clerk referred to the recent Press Release regarding dramatic changes to bus routes across East Surrey in line with proposed bus service cuts.  It was noted that the proposed timetable would improve bus services from the town towards the north, especially for Horley East.  However, there are concerns about the reduction in frequency for Horley West, in particular during peak times.  Therefore comments would need to be submitted on behalf of members during the consultation period which expires at the end of January 2010.  
The Clerk further reported that Chris Chatfield from Compass Bus will be meeting with Surrey County Council representatives on 15 December 2009 to discuss the siting of new bus stops on the ‘123 route’.  
The aim is to reach a compromise on the number of stops required and what can be provided.  Mr Chatfield is also happy to attend the Council Offices again to discuss other issues.

RESOLVED:  that a response be prepared at the next Committee meeting on 5 January 2010.

	P 2724


	Passenger Transport Assembly 
The Clerk reported that the Group Workshop Feedback has been received from Surrey County Council on the Bus Review Questionnaire following the Passenger Transport Assembly held on 13 November 2009.  It was agreed that this provided a useful forum to discuss the matters of concern that were raised.
RESOLVED: noted. 



	P 2725
	Recycling and Environmental Issues

	
	The Clerk provided an update on the Recycling Blueprint Consultation provided by Catherine McDermott at Reigate Banstead Borough Council.  It has been confirmed that the Recycling Blueprint consultation has been approved.  This means that proposals for the future of refuse and recycling services will be based on alternative weeks, and the intention is to increase the recycling rate from 40% to 60%.   It was agreed that the update would be added to the Members Bulletin.
RESOLVED: noted.



	
	Devolved Powers to Horley Town Council

	P 2726

P 2727
	The Clerk reported that there have been ongoing discussions with the Head of Neighbourhood Services.  As a result, it has been agreed to defer the Town Centre caretaker role.  However, the Town Council may look into other areas such as “Church Meadows”, “Riverside Gardens” and “Riverside Walk”.  Once associated documentation becomes available, further consideration may be given to these projects.

RESOLVED:  noted.

It was approved amongst members that the item of Devolved Powers should remain on future Planning & Development agendas. 

RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2728
	Reigate & Banstead Core Strategy

	
	The Clerk reported on documentation received from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council regarding the Core Strategy Examination following a 

pre-hearing meeting that took place on 6 November 2009.  The deadline for additional comments is 10 December 2009.  

RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2729
	Surrey County Council – Conclusion of Accessibility Review

	
	The Clerk reported on the latest Surrey County Council Newsletter in connection with improvements of access to a range of local services.  This final project update highlights the main opportunities for improving user access to services arising from the accessibility review that Surrey County Council has been carrying out with its partners.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2730
	Surrey Minerals & Waste Development Framework

	
	The Clerk reported that extensive consultation documents regarding the Surrey Minerals & Waste Development Framework have been received from Surrey Council.  It was noted amongst members that comments would not be required due to the fact that there is no current mineral development in Horley.  Cllr George stated that he would look at waste development proposals.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	P 2731
	Letters Received



	
	From 
	Subject 
	Date 
Received 

	Action 

	
	Surrey County Council 
	Determination of School Admissions Policy
	30 November 2009
	Deadline: 
8 January 2010



	P 2732
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that items raised be noted.


	P 2733
	Urgent Business

	
	Cllr Brooke-Harte requested that an additional item be placed on the next Planning & Development agenda to clarify the legalities of having flag poles erected by the entrance to the Barratts Residential Development, Ladbroke Road, Langshott.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	
	Press Release

	P 2734

	Mecure Hotel, Povey Cross Road

Cllr George reported that a separate Press Release on the objections raised regarding the planning application for change of use has been completed and no further action is required.
RESOLVED:  noted. 


	
	Cllr George concluded the last meeting of the calendar year by wishing everyone present a Happy Christmas.

The meeting closed at: 9:20pm
Date of next Meeting –  5 January 2010


