HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 6 March 2012 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	J Chapman (Chairman)

	
	
	C Austin

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	M Robinson

	
	
	T Schofield

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	
	Cllr R Sherwin

	
	
	Youths regarding skate park


L 2864
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs M Goldsmith, Simon Marshall, 
V Marshall and D Powell be accepted (for reasons as specified in the 
Attendance Register).


L 2865
Declarations of Interest  

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting.


RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 2866
	Public Forum 


	
	Local youths spoke to members about the possibility of upgrading the existing skate park.  They suggested that local companies might be prepared to sponsor some of the work and added that it might be possible to hold competitions on the existing skate park to raise further funds.  The youths were unanimous that concrete was the preferred option, as it dried quicker and was suitable for all users.  They also asked whether lighting could be provided.
The Committee Chairman thanked the youths for their views and said that their comments would be taken into account when the matter was considered later in the meeting.

RESOLVED: noted


	L 2867
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 10 January 2012 

	L 2867)

	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 2868
	Churchyards Committee


	

	The Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place at the Town Council Offices with Town Councillors and representatives of St Bartholomew’s Church to discuss the way forward, with regard to maintenance of the Churchyards.  (Notes of the meeting are appended to these minutes.)  He added that a site meeting was planned with representatives of the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership to explore possible options.   Cllr George remarked that the former Chairman of the Churchyards Committee had expressed his concern that the Churchyards Committee was not meeting at the present time.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2869
	RESOLVED: that the Manager of the Parish Office and the Parish Treasurer be invited to the Town Meeting to give an update on the Churchyards.


	L 2870

	Grounds Maintenance Report

The Clerk updated members on recent works.  (A copy of the report is appended to these minutes.)  
RESOLVED:  noted.


	
	Playgrounds

	L 2871

	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 2872
	Members were updated on recent playground repairs.  The Deputy Clerk advised that the basket swing at Yattendon Road Playground had now been replaced.  She added that a quotation was to be sought to extend the drainage at the Horley Recreation Ground playground to include the area where the toddler climbing equipment was situated. 
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2873

	Introduction of Dog Control Orders

Members considered proposals by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council to introduce Dog Control Orders, made under Sections 55 to 67 of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.

RESOLVED:  that the Town Councils comments, as appended to these minutes, be approved.



	L 2874
	Improvements to Skate Park

Members considered the paper produced by the Clerk.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)  After discussion, the following was resolved:

RESOLVED:
i)
that the Clerk discuss the project with the Headteacher of 
Oakwood School.

ii)
that the Clerk seek clarification from Reigate & Banstead 
Borough Council regarding the availability of any Section 106 
monies for the project.

iii)
that the project be moved forward, for consideration at future 
meetings.



	L 2875



	Horley Recreation Ground – Damage to Residents’ Fencing
The Clerk reported that youths had damaged the rear fencing of a resident living in Hevers Avenue.  Bennetts had subsequently installed chestnut fencing in front of the fence, to offer some protection and the matter was now being dealt with by Surrey Police.  It was agreed that there was nothing further that the Town Council could offer.

RESOLVED:  noted. 



	L 2876
	Horley Recreation Ground – Flooding Issues 
The Clerk referred to correspondence and photographs received from a local resident about flooding of the footpath at the Vicarage Lane end of the park.  Members were reminded that refurbishment of this section of the footpaths was the final phase of the works in the park and, due to budget restraints, would not be carried out in the next financial year.

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk enquire whether any interim work might be carried out to help alleviate flooding issues.


	L 2877
	Horley Recreation Ground – Request to Hold Social Event

RESOLVED:  that the request by NHC Holdings Ltd to hold a social event at Horley Recreation Ground on Friday 13 July be approved.  (The Town Council’s usual terms and conditions to apply.)



	L 2878
	Horley Recreation Ground – Request for Church Event

The Deputy Clerk reported that the Churches of Horley were planning to hold an open air service in the park on Sunday 3 June, as part of the Jubilee celebrations.  She confirmed that no Licence would be required.

RESOLVED:  that permission be given for the event.

(Afternote:  the Churches subsequently decided not to proceed.)



	L 2879

L 2879)


	Visits by Funfair

The Deputy Clerk reported that Doug Beach was keen to bring his funfair to the park on two occasions this summer.
RESOLVED:  that the request be approved, subject to Police approval and weather conditions.



	
 L 2880


L 2881


L 2882

	Riverside Garden Park

The Deputy Clerk reported that two more benches were to be installed by the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership near the lake.  She said that the Borough Council had two spare litter bins and these would be installed near  the benches.  She added that local residents were still passing on compliments about the improved conditions at the park.

RESOLVED:  noted.
RESOLVED:  that the updated Management Plan be circulated to members.

The Clerk reported residents’ concerns that horses were being exercised in the park, despite signs forbidding this. It was believed to be horses which were kept on land behind houses in the Crescent, which was owned by Raven Housing Trust (RHT).  The Clerk added that he had subsequently spoken to the RHT Neighbourhood Manager who had confirmed that the owner of the horses had been identified and advised not to take horses into the park again.

RESOLVED:  noted. 


	L 2883

	Gatwick Greenspace Partnership (GGP)

The Clerk reported that the next joint meeting was due to be held on 12 March, the autumn meeting on 26 October and the Summer Tour on 9 July.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2884
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee

	
	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of notes of the meeting held on 28 February 2012.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)
 

	L 2885
	Horley in Bloom (HIB)

RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of notes of the meeting held on 17 January 2012.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)



	L 2886
	Horley in Spring

It was noted that very few entries had been received to date.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2887

	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)

It was noted that judging was to take place between 9 and 20 July.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2888
	Horley Saturday Market

	
	The Clerk reported that the Market Sub-Committee had met in January, when the possibility of the market moving to the Town Centre Precinct had again been discussed.  (Notes of the meeting are appended to these minutes.)  It was noted that the Borough Council was not in favour of the market moving to the Central Car Park, due to safety issues.
Members suggested that, in the light of the diminishing number of stalls, it might be more cost effective to hand the operation of the market to an independent operator.
RESOLVED:  that the matter be re-considered at a future meeting of this Committee.


	L 2889
	Hanging Baskets / Town Centre Planters
The Deputy Clerk reported that, following further consultation, it had been agreed to appoint Amethyst Horticulture to provide hanging baskets and planters for the total sum of £6053.25.  (In the light of impending water restrictions, it had been decided to have less baskets and more planters.)  The Deputy Clerk added that the budget figure for town centre flowers for 2012/2013 had mistakenly been reduced from £6,500 to £4,500, therefore the balance would need to be funded from elsewhere.  After further discussion, the following was resolved;
RESOLVED:  

i)
that the quotation of £6053.25 from Amethyst Horticulture be 


approved.

ii)
that any additional funding requirements, not met by 


sponsorship, be taken from the signs budget.



	L 2890
	Corporate Plan 2012 – 2016

RESOLVED:  that the following be included in the Plan:
i)
Phase 4 of footpaths at Horley Recreation Ground.

ii)
Upgrade of skate park.

iii)
New playground equipment at Michael Crescent Centenary Park.

iv)
Multi Purpose Games Court and extra football pitches at Court Lodge Fields.



	L 2891
	Horley Jubilee Fun Day, 4 June 2012 (“A Right Royal Knees Up!”)  

	
	It was noted that the bank account for the event had now been opened.
RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of notes of meetings held on 24 January and 16 February 2012.  (Copies are appended to these minutes.)


	L 2892
	Gatwick Airport Community Trust – Grant Applications
It was noted that an application had been made for a concrete chess table, to be sited at Horley Recreation Ground.
RESOLVED:  noted.
 

	L 2893
	Security in Recreation Grounds

The Clerk told members that Lion Security was producing weekly reports, highlighting any security issues.  He added that it might be possible to utilise CCTV equipment, no longer required at the Horley Anderson Centre.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2894
	Letters

	
	RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of the following:

i)
Details of Neighbourhood Panel Meetings

ii)
Annual Report of St Wilfrid’s Church.

iii)
information about Horley Bowling Club’s Centenary in 2013. 


	L 2895
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the Mayor’s Charitable Curry Evening on 10 March, the Horley Expo on 27 April and Charity Swimathon on 28 April.


	
	Confident 
Meeting closed at 9.30 pm.  Date of next meeting:  17 April 2012



