HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 26 February 2013 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	J Chapman (Chairman)

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	D Powell

	
	
	R Sherwin

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)


L 3117
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs Baird, Bethell, Simon 
Marshall, V Marshall, M Robinson and J Spratt be accepted, for 
reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.
L 3118
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3119
	Public Forum 

	
	No members of the public were present
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3120
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 15 January 2013 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 3121

	Horley Recreation Ground – Request for Fitness Training
The Deputy Clerk reported that the fitness instructor planned to use the Recreation Ground for one boot camp per week from the end of March. 

RESOLVED:  noted. 



	L 3122
	Parking at Riverside Garden Park

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council hoped to include the car park at Riverside in the revised 2013 Parking Orders.  If approved, it would then be possible to install a meter to restrict parking and permits would be issued to members of the Piscatorial Society.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3123

L 3124
	Football at Court Lodge Fields

The Clerk reported that a man had been charged with Grievous Bodily Harm, following the assault in January during a match at Court Lodge Fields.

RESOLVED:  noted.
The Clerk added that the new pitch (Pitch 5) was now fully operational.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3125

L 3126

	Outside Bodies – Gatwick Greenspace Partnership
Cllr George reported on the recent Steering Group meeting. He explained that an Apprenticeship Scheme was planned and that it was hoped to expand activities by training a volunteer as a Task Leader.  He added that a Three Year Rolling Business Plan was in place.

RESOLVED:  noted.

RESOLVED:  that papers from the Steering Group Meeting be circulated to all members.



	L 3127

	Churchyards Committee
The Clerk reported that he and Cllr George had attended a meeting with the new Team Rector, Rev Calvert Prentis, in January.  It was noted that the Rector would be the Chairman of the Churchyards Committee.  A meeting planned for February had been cancelled and a revised meeting date was awaited.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3128
	Churchyards Maintenance Grant
RESOLVED: that payment £1500, being the Churchyards Maintenance Grant for Jan – March 2013, be approved. 


	L 3129

	Grounds Maintenance Report

The Clerk said that there was little to report and added that a regular meeting with the Area Manager responsible for the Grounds Maintenance Contract was due to take place this week.
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3130
	Grounds Maintenance Contracts – Annual Price Increase

The Clerk reported that the Retail Prices Index annual inflation stood at 3.1% in December 2012 and explained that this increase would be applied to the amounts paid by the Town Council for grounds maintenance provided by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council and also to the amounts paid by the Borough Council to the Town Council under the Devolved Powers Agreement.  The Clerk added that there would be an additional cost this year for the maintenance of Pitch 5, which would be payable from the second quarter of 2013.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	
	Playground Inspections

	L 3131

	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3132

	Members reviewed the current playgrounds inspection regime.  It was noted that detailed weekly inspections were carried out at all the sites owned or managed by the Town Council, as well as a varying number of visual inspections, depending upon the usage of the site.  Some members questioned the frequency of the visual inspections and also sought assurance that full risk assessments were being carried out.
RESOLVED:  that a full review of the playgrounds inspection regime be carried out at the next meeting of this Committee.

	L 3133
	Adventure Unlimited
The Deputy Clerk reported that Adventure Unlimited would be bringing their Climbing Tower to Horley Recreation Ground on 2 and 9 April, however these would be their last attendances, as the company worked with Hyde Housing, who had recently transferred all their housing stock in this area to Raven Housing Trust.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3134
	Security Patrols
Members reviewed the present regime.  The Clerk explained that thirty patrols were provided per month at a cost of £200.  (Full details are appended.)
RESOLVED:  that the present regime continue.


	L 3135
	Enhancements to CCTV Cameras at Court Lodge Fields

The Clerk reported that he had made an application to the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Joint Problem Solving Funding, for a wireless connection to enable the CCTV cameras at Court Lodge Fields to be viewed remotely.
RESOLVED:  noted.

(Afternote:  the application was subsequently declined.)

	L 3136
	Tree Works

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council’s Trees and Woodlands Officer had recently carried out an inspection of trees at Horley Recreation Ground and Michael Crescent Centenary Park and had highlighted works which should be carried out as soon as possible.  The Clerk explained that Broadleaf Tree Services was the company used by the Borough Council for such works and Cllr Powell explained that a full tender process would have been followed before their appointment therefore it was in order to employ the company, without seeking further quotations.  The Clerk confirmed that the sums in question were covered in this year’s estimates.

RESOLVED:  that Broadleaf Tree Services carry out necessary tree works at Horley Recreation Ground for the sum of £3,670.16 plus VAT and works at Michael Crescent Centenary Park for the approximate sum of £500.
 

	L 3137
	Proposed Skate Park Refurbishment at Horley Recreation Ground

The Clerk reported that he had been in contact with another company regarding a design for a concrete skate park.  He added that he planned to make an outline application for funding to the Big Lottery Fund (Reaching Communities).
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3138
	 Himalayan Balsam Action Plan
Cllr Powell reported that he and Cllr Bethell were visiting the areas normally affected to assess what action was required.  He added that there was no growth at present, but once growth started, it would be marked on a map.  He also told members that additional problems were caused by the steepness of the banks in some areas and growth in adjacent areas belonging to other landowners.  Cllr George told members that the Gatwick Greenspace Partnership recommended that, for reasons of safety, steep areas should be sprayed by a reputable contractor, who would obtain the necessary permissions from the Environment Agency.  The Clerk said that he was in the process of arranging a meeting with the Environment Agency’s local representative.  The Deputy Clerk added that a site meeting had been arranged at Church Meadows with the Grounds Maintenance Area Manager to discuss how the area mown might be increased to help restrict growth.  Cllr Powell told members that, whilst talking to residents about the Health Check Questionnaire, a number had shown an interest in joining a “Friends” Group, who would be able to help pull up the Himalayan Balsam, where it was still growing.  The Clerk added that employees from Southern Gas Networks were keen to get involved as part of the Company’s Community Action Programme and he also planned to contact the Project Coordinator regarding the use of a Community Payback team to assist with the works.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3139

	Table Tennis Initiative

The Deputy Clerk updated members on progress made.  She explained that the four tables were due to be installed on 21 March.  Jerry Hudson, Pubwatch Treasurer, had made a donation of £6,450 to the Town Council, on behalf of Horley & District Pubwatch, to cover the cost of the four tables plus installation (including installation of the chess table), matting at table ends, delivery and foundations.  A formal opening was planned to take place at Horley Recreation Ground on 30 March, with Joanna Parker (Ranked no 1 female GB Table Tennis Player) in attendance.  The Deputy Clerk confirmed that Jerry had also invited a representative of GACT to the  opening.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3140
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

	
	Members were updated on the meeting of the HOSAC Committee, which had taken place earlier in the evening, when detailed discussion had taken place on the updated Riverside Garden Park Management Plan.  It was noted that a local resident, living nearby to Riverside Garden Park, had now joined the Committee.  (Minutes of the meeting are appended.)
RESOLVED: noted.


	L 3141
L 3142
	Horley in Bloom (HIB) and Horley in Spring 
The Deputy Clerk reported that all the Horley in Bloom entrants from last year had been invited to enter this year’s Horley in Spring competition.  Three entries had been received so far.
RESOLVED: noted.  
Cllr George reported that he had met with a local press reporter to discuss the Horley in Bloom Photographic Competition, which was due to form part of this year’s Horley in Bloom competition.


	L 3143
	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)
The Deputy Clerk updated members on this year’s competition.  She explained that one of the themes for this year was “Edible Britain” and she had registered the Town Council to receive a seed pack containing a selection of edible seeds, free of charge.  She added that she would not be attending the seminars this year as the venues were too far away (Canterbury or Alton).  It was noted that judging for the main competitions was due to take place between 8th and 19th July.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3144
	Hanging Baskets / Planters

RESOLVED:  that the quotation of £6,091.50 plus VAT from Amethyst Horticulture (unchanged from last year) be approved.  
(Colour scheme: pinks, white and mauves.) 



	L 3145
	Thanks were recorded to Cllrs Jan Spratt and Graham Knight, following their offer to sponsor the cost of a hanging basket.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3146

	Horley Saturday Market
Members reviewed recent attendances by traders.  Cllr Powell remarked that, although residents appeared keen to see a larger market, it was difficult to ascertain whether they would use it.  The Clerk added that the Horley Town Management Group (HTMG) might consider the enhancement of the market (possibly by inviting European traders) as part of its bid to the High Street Innovation Fund (“Portas Fund”).
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3147
	Langshott Allotments
The Clerk reported that that the Borough Council’s Regeneration Manager was still liaising with Barratt Homes regarding outstanding works, which included a further stone pick of the site.  Members continued to express their concerns about the poor condition of the soil at the site.
RESOLVED: noted.

  

	L 3148
	Church Road Allotments

The Deputy Clerk advised that three allotment holders had relinquished their plots and all other payments had been received.  There had been a minor break-in at the hut on the site, which was leased to the Horley Lions, and repairs had been carried out to make the hut secure.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3149
	Horley Carnival, 13 July 2013  

	
	Cllr George reported that monthly meetings were continuing. Funding had been received  from the two Horley County Councillors (Cllrs Hammond & Ross-Tomlin) totalling £2,000 and it was anticipated that up to £2,000 would be received from Horley Borough Councillors.  Over forty organisations had expressed an interest in taking part and the local press had been informed of the details. (Notes of recent meetings are appended.)
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3150
	Commonwealth Flag

The Deputy Clerk reported that the Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey was requesting that all Borough, District and Town Councils fly a Commonwealth Flag (provided free of charge) in March 2014.
RESOLVED:  that further information be sought, prior to a final decision being made.



	L 3151
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the Mayoral Concert on 22 March, St George’s Day Event on 20 April and Horley Business Expo on 26 April.
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm     
Date of next meeting – 16 April 2013


