HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 24 May 2011 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	J Chapman (Chairman)

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	Simon Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	D Powell

	
	
	M Robinson

	
	
	T Schofield

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	
	Cllr R Sherwin


L 2683
Election of Committee Chairman (Cllr S Marshall in the Chair)


Cllr M George proposed and Cllr M Robinson seconded that Cllr J Chapman be nominated as Committee Chairman. There were no further nominations for the post.


RESOLVED:  that Cllr J Chapman be elected Chairman of the Leisure & Amenities Committee for the Municipal Year 2011/2012.



Cllr J Chapman in the Chair

L 2684
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED: that the apology of Cllr R Olliver be accepted (for 
reasons as specified in the Attendance Register).


L 2685
Declarations of Interest  

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting.


RESOLVED:  noted.

L 2686
Election of Committee Vice-Chairman


Cllr Simon Marshall proposed and Cllr J Chapman seconded that Cllr D Powell be nominated as Committee Vice-Chairman. There were no further nominations for the post.


RESOLVED:  that Cllr D Powell be elected Vice-Chairman of the Leisure & Amenities Committee for the Municipal Year 2011/2012.

	L 2687
	Declarations of Interest

	
	There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2688
	Public Forum 

	
	No members of the public were present.
RESOLVED:  noted. 



	L 2689
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 12 April 2011 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 2690
	Fitness Classes at Horley Recreation Ground

	
	The Clerk reported that the instructor was not ready to proceed at the present time.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2691
	Refreshment Vehicles at Horley Recreation Ground

	
	The Clerk reported that a draft agreement was prepared, however the vehicles had not been seen recently.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2692
	Security in Recreation Grounds – Modifications to CCTV Equipment

The Clerk told members that the Secretary of Horley Bowling Club was happy for the Town Council to proceed with the installation of the new equipment at the Club’s premises.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2693
	Funfair Request
The Clerk confirmed that Mr Doug Beach would be bringing his fair at the end of June and at the start of September and would pay £1200 per visit.

RESOLVED:  noted.

 

	L 2694


	Appointments to Sub-Committees and Outside Bodies Reporting to the Leisure & Amenities Committee

RESOLVED:  that the appointments be approved (Details are appended to the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 17 May 2011.)



	
	Churchyards Committee

	L 2695
	It was noted that the next meeting of the Committee was due to take place in mid June.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2696
	RESOLVED:  that, subject to this Committee’s approval, payments be made in July, September, December and March.



	
	Recreation Grounds Owned and Managed by Horley Town Council

	L 2697


	Members received a presentation from the Clerk on the sites owned and managed by the Town Council.
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 2698
	It was agreed that a tour of the sites be arranged for members.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2699
	Members discussed the way forward with regard to weekly inspections of recreation grounds which, until now, had been carried out by the Committee Chairman.  Members agreed that it was unrealistic to expect the Chairman to regularly inspect all nine parks on a weekly basis and it was agreed that members take on responsibility for all or part of a particular recreation ground on a regular basis.
RESOLVED:  that the matter be finalised at a future meeting of the Committee.


	
	Grounds Maintenance Report

	L 2700
	The Deputy Clerk reported that, following a recent meeting of the Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee, it had been agreed that the long grass at Church Meadows be cut three times a year.  It was also planned to consult with users of the area about future management plans.  It was noted that, due to the recent dry weather, the wildflower area at Horley Recreation Ground and the newly planted beds in the Ornamental Gardens were being watered twice a week by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, using recycled water.  Cllr Stimpson remarked that some of the beds in the Ornamental Gardens needed a lot of weeding and the Deputy Clerk agreed to contact Countrywide Grounds Maintenance.

RESOLVED:  noted. 


	
	Devolved Powers – 

Contract for the Provision of Grounds Maintenance between Horley Town Council and Reigate & Banstead Borough Council

	L 2701

	The Clerk reported that his recent meeting with the Borough Council’s Head of Neighbourhood Services had been cancelled.  He added that payments were to be made on a quarterly basis between the two councils, with a Retail Price Index review at the end of December.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	
	Playgrounds

	L 2702

	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 2703

	The Deputy Clerk reported that, following approval being given to have the goal posts re-positioned at Yattendon Road Recreation Ground, it had been discovered that the goal posts were extremely rusty, so they had been removed on grounds of safety.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2704
	The Deputy Clerk reported that the concrete bases under the fitness equipment at Horley Recreation Ground had been covered with a rubberised surfacing.  She added that Bennetts had carried out the work free of charge

RESOLVED:  noted. 


	
	New Leisure Centre

	L 2705
	The Clerk reported that Project Manager, Tim Prior, had informed him that a further £23,000 had been authorised to widen the access road by approximately ¾ metre along its full length from the entrance to the football club.  The Clerk added that Manorfield School was to be involved in a special ceremony to mark the pool being filled with water.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2706
	It was agreed that Tim Prior be invited to attend the next meeting of this Committee.
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 2707
	Fencing at Horley Recreation Ground
Members considered a request from a resident of Hevers Avenue to have a higher fence installed to the rear of his garden, to avoid youngsters climbing into his property.  It was noted that planning permission might be required and that the planting of something like pyracantha might be a preferable option.
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk investigate further.


	L 2708
	Horley Sports Social Club – Family Fun Day  

	
	It was noted that this was to be held at Court Lodge Fields on 28 May and would not involve the use of any inflatable equipment.  
RESOLVED:  that the Club be requested to seek the Town Council’s formal permission for any future events.

   

	L 2709
	Perrywood Football Tournament, Court Lodge Fields

	
	It was noted that the planned event had been cancelled, due to a lack of support.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2710
	Concern about Dogs at Court Lodge Fields

	
	The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from a professional dog walker, concerned about the behaviour of unruly dogs at Court Lodge Fields.  Cllr George added that there had been similar incidents there recently.  He said that, although the Borough Council’s Dog Warden was apparently making regular visits to the area, she had not been seen by residents, who felt that just one dog warden was inadequate for the area covered by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council.  He reminded members that there was an Education Event for Dog Owners, planned to take place at Horley Recreation Ground during the Environment Week in September.

RESOLVED:  noted. 


	L 2711
	Allotments

	
	The Clerk reported on his recent meeting with Margaret Quine of the Borough Council and a representative of Barratts Homes. He explained that the Town Council was likely to have possession of the North East Sector allotments by early next year or possibly sooner.  He told members that the allotments would be released once 100 homes had been sold and added that the Borough Council would pay to the Town Council the commuted sums which had been negotiated through the Section 106 agreements (approximately £16,000, index linked) to assist in covering the maintenance costs. He added that the site allowed for 22 large plots, which could be converted to approximately 80 half size Town Council plots.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2712
	Emlyn Meadows and Bolters Wood

	
	It was noted that, following the recent dry weather, the Fire Brigade had been called to the area on two separate occasions to attend to fires started by youths in Bolters Wood.  Members also expressed concern at the damage caused by EDF Energy, following recent tree works.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2713
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee

	
	RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of minutes of the meeting held on 3 May 2011.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)


	
	Horley Saturday Market

	L 2714
	It was noted that there had recently been improvements at the market, with nine stalls in attendance.  The Clerk added that the Market Sub-Committee was due to meet on 3 June.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2715
	Planting outside Jack Fairman Public House

	
	The Deputy Clerk reported that, following a rapid exchange of emails with Peter Boarder, the Horley Regeneration Project Manager, the area outside the Jack Fairman was now much improved, although there were still issues regarding the condition of the paving.  A tiered planter was to be installed there, funded by Borough Cllr Surrinder Banwait, however there had been no progress regarding the hanging basket poles.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	
	Summer Planting

	L 2716
	The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the two tiered planters, donated by the Borough Council, were now in place in the Pedestrian Precinct and were to be planted up on site by Amethyst Horticulture in early June, when the hanging baskets and leased tiered planter would also arrive.  She added that she had also been assured that the town centre lamp posts would not be replaced until the end of September.

RESOLVED: noted.


	L 2717
	The Deputy Clerk told members that pledges of almost £1600 had been received to sponsor the summer planting.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	
	Horley in Bloom (HIB)

	L 2718

	It was noted that the Borough Mayor had a civic engagement and would be unable to attend the Awards Evening on 30 September.  Cllr George suggested contacting a sponsor instead.  He added that, this year, the Horley Society of Artists would also be running a competition, as part of Horley in Bloom.  Members were reminded that the HIB judging was due to take place on 4 July and the Deputy Clerk confirmed that the judging panel had been contacted.  
RESOLVED:  noted. 


	L 2719

	RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of minutes of the last meeting of the HIB Committee.  (A copy is appended to these minutes.)



	L 2720
	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB) 2011

	
	The Deputy Clerk told members that the town centre was due to be judged on 6 July and Horley Recreation Ground on 15 July.  
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2721
	Environment Campaign 2011 
Cllr Powell reported that, to date, over £3,000 had been received in sponsorship for the Borough wide Campaign.  He added that the Town Council’s Environmental Sub-Committee planned to carry out environmental street audits in Horley.
RESOLVED:  noted.

 

	L 2722
	Horley Carnival / Celebration Event 2012

	
	Cllr Stimpson reported that she planned to invite representatives of local organisations to an initial meeting to discuss ideas for the event.  Cllr George would chair the advisory committee and would be the Event Manager, as he had been for the Golden Jubilee event.  Members were reminded that there had been Borough Council funding of £12,500 for the previous event and Cllr Robinson suggested that the Borough Council be approached at the earliest opportunity regarding funding which might be available for next year.
RESOLVED:  that the Town Council, whilst unable to commit any revenue at the present time, support in principle the staging of an event.
 

	L 2723
	Letters

	
	The Clerk reported receipt of a statement from the Multiple Sclerosis Society, explaining that an initial agreement had been signed between the Society and a prospective new provider to transfer Brambles Respite Care Centre into new ownership.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2724
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the SCAPTC Training Session on 26 May and free Town Centre concert on 25 June.  



	L 2725
	Confidential Business

RESOLVED:  that, “in view of the special or confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw.”


	L 2726
	Security in Recreation Grounds                                         CONFIDENTIAL
Members received an update from the Clerk, following recent events.

	
	Meeting closed at 9.30 pm

Date of next meeting:  12 July 2011 


Leisure & Amenities Committee, 24 May 2011                               CONFIDENTIAL

	L 2726
	Security in Recreation Grounds

Members received an update from the Clerk, following the recent Traveller incursion at Riverside Garden Park.  He explained that he had visited all sites with the Reigate & Banstead Crime Reduction Adviser and had been assured that most areas were secure.  The only concerns were the barrier at the Horley Anderson Centre which was not always shut and possibly the far end of Riverside Walk. The Clerk added that he had received confirmation that, with regard to the sites owned by the Borough Council and managed by the Town Council, the Borough Council would carry out all the necessary legal work and meet any associated costs, should there be any further traveller incursions there.

RESOLVED:  noted. 


