HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 16 April 2013 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	J Chapman (Chairman)

	
	
	J Baird

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	Simon Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	R Sherwin

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)


L 3152
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs Powell, Robinson and 
Stimpson be accepted, for reasons as specified in the Attendance 
Register.
L 3153
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3154
	Public Forum 

	
	No members of the public were present
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3155
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 26 February 2013 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 3156
L 3156)

	Enhancements to CCTV Cameras at Court Lodge Fields

The Clerk reported that, although the recent application to the Crime Prevention Fund had been unsuccessful, he had been in contact with the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey and had learned that there would be a further opportunity to apply for funding later in the year
RESOLVED:  noted. 



	L 3157

	Churchyards Committee
The Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place in March and a further one was planned for June.  He added that Cllr Powell had agreed to review the new specifications for the ground maintenance contract, as it appeared that litter clearance had been omitted.  Cllr George added that, longer term, improvements would be required to the Children’s Burial Area and the issue of older collapsing graves required addressing.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3158
	Churchyards Maintenance Grant
Members questioned whether Reigate and Banstead gave grant funding to other Churchyards in the Borough and it was agreed that this be raised as part of ongoing discussions with the Borough Council about Concurrent Functions.  Members also agreed that the level of the Town Council’s grant  be reviewed at regular intervals.
RESOLVED: noted.


	L 3159

	Grounds Maintenance Report

The Clerk said that the regular meeting with the Area Manager responsible for the Grounds Maintenance Contract had taken place last week.  He added that the unseasonal weather had meant a slow start to the growing season.  Dead fish had been found at the Riverside Lake, believed to be as a result of the persistent cold weather.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to raise members’ concerns that there were occasions when grassed areas were damaged by the grass being cut when the areas were too wet 
RESOLVED:  noted.

	
	Playground Inspections

	L 3160

	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3161

	Members considered the paper which had been produced regarding the current playgrounds inspection regime. (A copy is appended.)  Following further discussion, the recommendations therein were approved.

RESOLVED:  that the current regime for playground inspections remain in place and be reviewed as part of the Grounds Maintenance tender process, due to commence in mid-2014.

	L 3162
	RESOLVED:  that repairs above £300 be considered by this Committee and details recorded in the minutes.


	L 3163
	Proposed Skate Park Refurbishment at Horley Recreation Ground

The Clerk reported that he had made an outline application for funding to the Big Lottery Fund (Reaching Communities).
RESOLVED:  noted.

(Afternote:  the bid was subsequently found to be unsuccessful.)


	L 3164
	Horley Recreation Ground – Final Phase of Footpath Refurbishment

RESOLVED:  that, in view of possible expenditure, the works be delayed and a further review be carried out this Autumn.



	L 3165
	Horley Bowling Club – Requests for Additional Parking

RESOLVED:  that the request to allow parking beyond the park barrier on specific dates be approved, subject to the Town Council’s usual terms and conditions.



	L 3166

	 Himalayan Balsam Action Plan
Cllr Powell reported that several members had agreed to assist with the first phase of litter clearance along the river banks at Court Lodge Fields.  The Clerk added that sacks, gloves and litter pickers had been provided free by the Borough Council.  The litter clearance was due to take place at the end of the week and the brambles etc would then be removed using a tractor and flail.  Spraying of the banks, both here and at Church Meadows, would take place on two occasions within the following few weeks and the remaining plants would then be pulled up by community volunteers.  
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3167
L 3168
L 3169
L 3170
	Table Tennis Initiative

Members agreed that the recent formal opening of the tennis table tables had been well attended and very successful.  The Clerk added that, following receipt of the grant of £500 from the Gatwick Airport Community Trust (GACT) and installation costs paid by Pubwatch, the net cost of the concrete chess table to the Town Council had been £1,495 (excluding VAT).  
RESOLVED:  that the Town Council’s net payment of £1,495 for the concrete chess table be ratified.
The Deputy Clerk confirmed that she had sent a report to GACT, informing them that the chess table project was now complete.

RESOLVED:  noted.
RESOLVED:  that thanks be recorded to Jerry Hudson, Pubwatch Treasurer, for his fundraising efforts.



	L 3171
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

	
	It was noted that the next meeting of the Committee was due to take place in May.
RESOLVED: noted.


	L 3172
	Wild Flower Meadows
The Deputy Clerk reported that the wild flower meadows had been planted at Horley Recreation Ground and Church Meadows.  No planting had been carried out at Emlyn Meadows as the area had been so badly flooded last year.

RESOLVED:  that payment of £523.37 plus VAT to the Sussex Wildlife Trust for the supply of the seed be approved.



	L 3173

	Horley in Spring 
It was noted that judging was due to take place on 17 April and prizes presented at the Town Meeting on 26 April.
RESOLVED: noted.  


	L 3174
	Horley in Bloom

It was noted that the main competition was due to be launched at the Town Meeting.  Cllr George reported that he had been in contact with representatives of Barratt Homes as the company was keen to sponsor the Horley in Bloom Photographic competition and provide prizes.  He added that discussions with the Company were continuing.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3175
	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)
The Deputy Clerk reported that three local schools (Horley Infants, Langshott Infants and Charlwood Village Infants) had entered the “Blooming Schools” section of the competition. She reminded members that judging for the main competitions was due to take place between 8th and 19th July, however a precise date had not yet been agreed. 
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3176

	Horley Saturday Market
It was noted that, on some weeks, only one stall holder was in attendance.  Thanks were recorded to those members who collected the market fees.
RESOLVED:  noted.  


	L 3177
L 3177)


	Langshott Allotments
The Clerk reported that he had attended several site meetings with representatives of Barratt Homes and the Borough Council.  He explained that gypsum had been applied to the plots to make the soil more workable and horse manure was to be spread and power harrowed into the plots, after which a further stone pick might be necessary.  (A copy of the recent Site Inspection Record is appended.)  Cllr George questioned whether it might be preferable to apply mushroom compost.  Cllr Spratt suggested offering the plots free of charge at the earliest opportunity, however it was pointed out that the plots still needed to be pegged out and the grass paths laid between them.  The Clerk confirmed that these costs would be met, using part of the Commuted Sum of approximately £15,000.
RESOLVED: noted.

  

	L 3178
	Church Road Allotments

The Clerk reported some damage to the boundary fencing and added that a site meeting was planned.  
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk liaise with the Committee Chairman regarding repair costs. 


	L 3179
	Horley Carnival, 13 July 2013  

	
	Cllr George reported that regular Committee meetings were continuing.  Local organisations were continuing to express interest in taking part.  A request had been put in to the Borough Council to use Russells Crescent for the assembly of the parade (subsequently refused) and local radio station Susy Radio was keen to be involved.  (Minutes of recent meetings are appended.)
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3180
	Funfair, Horley Recreation Ground

The Clerk reported that he had been in discussion with Fairground Proprietor, Mr Doug Beach, and it was like that he would be bringing his funfair to the Recreation Ground in August.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3181
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the St George’s Day Event on 20 April and Horley Business Expo and Town Meeting on 26 April.
Prior to the close of the meeting, Cllr Simon Marshall thanked Committee Chairman Cllr Chapman for his hard work and dedication throughout the past year.

Meeting closed at 8.54 pm     
Date of next meeting – 28 May 2013


