HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 15 January 2013 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	J Chapman (Chairman)

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	Simon Marshall

	
	
	V Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	D Powell

	
	
	M Robinson

	
	
	R Sherwin

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)


L 3086
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED:  that the apologies of Cllrs Baird and Bethell be 
accepted, for reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.
L 3087
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting, neither were there requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3088
	Public Forum 

	
	No members of the public were present
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3089
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 30 October 2012 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 3090
L 3090)


	Horley Recreation Ground – Request for Fitness Training
The Deputy Clerk reported that she had been in contact with the fitness instructor concerned and he would inform us if he wished to proceed. 

RESOLVED:  noted. 

	L 3091

L 3092
	Churchyards Committee
The Clerk explained that it had been agreed that, for the time being, regular meetings would be held at the Parish Office, where he and the Town Council representatives on the Churchyards Committee would meet with the new Rector and the Parish Office Manager.
RESOLVED:  noted.

The Clerk added that Countrywide Grounds Maintenance had been appointed by the Church to carry out the grounds maintenance at the Churchyards.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3093

	Churchyards Maintenance Grant
RESOLVED: that payment of the final instalment of the Grant for 2012/2013 be agreed at the next meeting of this Committee.


	L 3094

	Grounds Maintenance Report

The Clerk reported that regular meetings were continuing with the Area Manager responsible for the Grounds Maintenance contract.  It was noted that Borough Council operatives were not releasing the drop down bollard at Riverside Garden Park and their vans were causing damage to the ground.  The Deputy Clerk agreed to make the Area Manager aware of this.
The Committee Chairman said that the front of the Michael Crescent former Scout Hut required waterproofing treatment where the render had come away.  Members agreed that minor repairs should continue to be carried out, as the building provided useful storage, however, longer term, further deterioration would mean that demolition might have to be considered.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	
	Playgrounds

	L 3095

	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 3096
L  3096)
L 3097
	The Deputy Clerk advised members that the annual playgrounds inspections had been carried out by the Play Inspection Company and full reports had been received.  She added that, for the most part, only low or very low risks had been identified, however two moderate risks had been identified, one relating to some of the deteriorating wooden fencing and one at Yattendon Road Recreation Ground, where a moderate risk had been identified regarding the Basket Swing, as there was no secondary safety mechanism fitted.  The Deputy Clerk added that she had been in contact with the Borough Council’s Parks Technical Officer, as Reigate & Banstead had been responsible for the installation, and had been informed that, as there was no secondary device fitted at manufacture, there was no obligation to fit one, however he had agreed to contact the manufacturer to see what they suggested. 
RESOLVED:  noted.

RESOLVED:  that the annual reports be made available on the Members’ Intranet.


	L 3098
	RESOLVED:  that payment of £295 plus VAT to the Play Inspection Company be approved.


	L 3099
	Youth Matters – Work Experience Student
The Clerk confirmed that an Oakwood School Student would be at the Town Council Offices for the week commencing 18 March 2013.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3100
	Horley Recreation Ground – Fields in Trust
The Deputy Clerk reported that the draft Deed of Dedication between the Town Council and the National Playing Fields Association had been received.  She reminded members that the Recreation Ground had been dedicated as a Queen Elizabeth II Field to mark the Diamond Jubilee and Olympic Year.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3101
	 Church Meadows – Himalayan Balsam
RESOLVED:  that the Deputy Clerk seek information regarding the use of pesticides to control Himalayan Balsam and contact the Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman regarding any urgent action required.



	L 3102
	Riverside Garden Park

It was noted that, despite the installation of warning signs by the Borough Council, there still appeared to be an excessive number of cars parking in the car park, compared with the numbers dog walking, fishing etc.  The Deputy Clerk added that she had written to the Surface Access Manager at Gatwick Airport Ltd about this and Cllr George agreed to raise the matter at the next GATCOM meeting.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3103
L 3104
L 3104)


	Football at Court Lodge fields
The Clerk reported that, during a match taking place on the previous weekend, a Public Order Offence had occurred when a team coach was assaulted by a member of the public.  It was noted that a Football Association investigation was being carried out alongside the Police investigation.
RESOLVED:  noted.
Cllr George reported that there had been no negative responses from Court Lodge residents regarding the planned additional pitch, however he added that the number of cars parking when football was being played may need to be monitored, especially if players’ cars were being left in the car park when their teams were playing away.

RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3105
	Charges for Hire of Football Pitches for 2013/2014

RESOLVED:  that the charges, as appended to these minutes, be approved.


	L 3106

	Table Tennis Initiative

The Deputy Clerk advised that she had attended site visits with Jerry Hudson, Pubwatch Treasurer, and the Committee Chairman to agree exact locations for the four tables (two at Horley Recreation Ground, one at Court Lodge Fields and one at Michael Crescent Centenary Park).  It was noted that the installation of matting at the table ends, if not funded by Pubwatch, would cost £150 per table. The Deputy Clerk added that she had advised the Gatwick Airport Community Trust (GACT) Secretary that the installation of the concrete Chess Table had been delayed until March. It was suggested that a representative of GACT be invited to the formal opening, planned to take place at Horley Recreation Ground at the end of March.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3107
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

	
	It was noted that the next meeting of the Committee, planned for February, would include detailed discussions on the updated Riverside Garden Park Management Plan.

RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of minutes of the last meeting of the Committee.  (A copy is appended.)


	L 3108
	Horley in Bloom (HIB) 
Members were updated on the meeting held earlier in the evening.  (Minutes are appended.)
RESOLVED: noted.  


	L 3109
	Horley in Spring

RESOLVED:  that the competition be launched for 2013 and a press release be issued.  (A copy is appended.)



	L 3110
	South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB)
RESOLVED:  that Horley Town Council enter the Town Centre and Park (Horley Recreation Ground) categories of this year’s competition.



	L 3111
L 3111)
	Horley Saturday Market
The Clerk reported that there had recently been a maximum of three traders in attendance.
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk approach the Borough Council officer responsible for car parks and suggest that, in view of the current number of stalls, part of the High Street Car Park be made available for car parking on a Saturday.


	L 3112
	Langshott Allotments
The Clerk reported that he had attended a site visit before Christmas, when there had been no visible improvements.  He added that Regeneration Manager, Peter Boarder, had met with representatives of Barratt Homes today and had reported that a March handover was still planned.
RESOLVED: noted.

  

	L 3113
	Church Road Allotments

The Clerk advised that invoices detailing the new £40 charge had been sent out to all allotment holders, along with a letter of explanation (a copy is appended).  The Deputy Clerk added that payments had been received from about 60% of plot holders and, despite some complaints, to date no-one had relinquished their plot.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3114
	Horley Carnival, 13 July 2013  

	
	Cllr George reported that the next Committee meeting was planned for the end of January.  He added that there had been copyright issues regarding the use of book characters, which had delayed the production of headed paper, however this had now been rectified and all last year’s attendees (stall holders, arena performers etc) had been contacted about this year’s event. He added that it was anticipated that the procession would start from Russells Crescent this year.  (Notes of recent meetings are appended.)
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3115

	Volunteer Works
The Deputy Clerk confirmed that a Community Payback team had planted the bulbs at the tiered flower bed at the junction of The Drive and Russells Crescent, which had been sponsored by a local care home.  The Clerk added that it was hoped that a team would also carry out some improvement works at the railway subway.  Cllr George suggested that the cleaning of the fascia boards at the Innes Pavilion would also be a useful task.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 3116
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted, in particular the Extraordinary Full Council meeting on 15 February 2013.
Meeting closed at 8.50 pm     Date of next meeting – 26 February 2013


