HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
Leisure & Amenities Committee
Minutes of a meeting of the above-named Committee held at the Albert Rooms,

Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 10 July 2012 at 7.30 pm.

	Present
	Councillors
	J Chapman (Chairman)

	
	
	J Baird

	
	
	R Bethell

	
	
	M George

	
	
	M Goldsmith

	
	
	Samantha Marshall

	
	
	Simon Marshall

	
	
	Valerie Marshall

	
	
	R Olliver

	
	
	D Powell

	
	
	M Robinson (part meeting)

	
	
	R Sherwin

	
	
	J Spratt

	
	
	F Stimpson

	
	
	

	In Attendance
	
	A Jones (Town Clerk)

	
	
	C Fenton (Deputy Town Clerk)

	
	
	5 members of the public


L 2971
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



There were no apologies for absence.



RESOLVED: noted.

L 2972
Declarations of Interest  

There were no Declarations of Interest, specific to the meeting.


RESOLVED:  noted.

	
	Public Forum 

	L 2973
L 2973)
L 2974

	Several members of the public referred members to their online petition, requesting Reigate & Banstead Borough Council to leave the area known as Tanyard Meadows in the natural state it is now and objecting to proposals to fence off fields and graze cattle.

Cllr George responded that the Borough Council was keen to make the area accessible to as many people as possible, in particular those requiring disabled access and added that the views of dog walkers were not necessarily shared by other organisations.  The residents suggested that Sussex Cattle could be considered as dangerous.  It was pointed out that not all the fields would be grazed at any one time.
Cllr Olliver concluded that this would be a Reigate & Banstead Borough Council decision and residents should be contacting the Borough Council in the first instance.
RESOLVED:  noted.
The Deputy Clerk advised members that local Crawley resident Mr Williams had telephoned earlier to explain that Reigate & Banstead Borough Council was still considering its response to his petition, requesting the Borough Council to place tinted glass windows on Horley Leisure Centre to prevent people from outside looking in. She added that Mr Williams had requested that members be updated accordingly.
RESOLVED:  noted. 
(afternote:  the Borough Council subsequently responded that Mr William’s request could not be accommodated.)

	L 2975
	Approval of Minutes

Leisure and Amenities Committee, 29 May 2012 

	
	The minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Committee were presented for confirmation by Committee members and signature by the Committee Chairman.

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be approved.




	L 2976


	Replacement of Trees in Open Spaces

RESOLVED: that James Canneaux, the Borough Council’s Tree and Woodlands Officer, be invited to give a presentation on the subject at the next meeting of this Committee.



	L 2977
	Churchyards Committee


	
	The Clerk reported that he and Cllr George had recently met with the Parish Office Manager and the Curate.  It was noted that the new Rector was due to be licensed on 24 September.  Members expressed concern that no progress appeared to have been made with the tender process for the Churchyards grounds maintenance contract.  
RESOLVED:  
i) that the Clerk write to Parish Office Manager, requesting that the tender process be started at the earliest opportunity, to enable the new grounds maintenance contract to be in place by January 2013.
ii) that the Clerk make it clear that future grant payments may be withheld if significant progress is not made.



	L 2978

	Churchyards Maintenance Grant
RESOLVED: that payment of the first instalment of the Grant (£3,375) be approved.



	L 2979


L 2979)

	Members’ Tour of Churchyards
The Clerk confirmed that this would take place at 6.00 pm on Wednesday 22 August.
RESOLVED:  noted.  

	L 2980

	Grounds Maintenance Report

It was noted that Borough Council Grounds Maintenance staff had been exceedingly helpful, with regard to preparations for the South & South East in Bloom judging.

RESOLVED: that a letter of thanks be sent to the team.


	L 2981
	Members’ Tours of Open Spaces
RESOLVED:  that the first tour take place from 6.00 pm on Tuesday 24 July.  (Full details to be provided in the Members’ Bulletin.)


	
	Playgrounds

	L 2982

	RESOLVED: that receipt be noted of the Contractor’s detailed weekly 

and daily visual playground inspection reports.


	L 2983
	Members were updated on recent repairs.  
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2984
	Skate Park
The Clerk reported that he would be arranging site meetings with contractors in September, when Oakwood School students would also be able to attend.

RESOLVED: noted.


	L 2985
	Funfair, Horley Recreation Ground
The Deputy Clerk reported that Doug Beach’s Funfair was due to arrive during the following week.
RESOLVED:  noted.
(afternote:  due to inclement weather, the visit was subsequently postponed until August.)


	L 2986


	Circus, Horley Recreation Ground 
The Deputy Clerk reported that, following the recent successful visit by Circus World Entertainments, the company had indicated that they would like to return for a full week in 2013.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2987
L 2987)


	Horley Bowling Club – Electricity Payment
The Deputy Clerk reported that the Club Secretary had contacted the Town Council to ask whether a charge could be levied, whenever use was made of the Club’s electricity by an organisation running a commercial event at Horley Recreation Ground.  Members agreed that the Club should make its own arrangements with contractors and agree payments on an individual basis.
RESOLVED:  that the Club Secretary be informed accordingly.


	L 2988

	Horley Bowling Club – Extension Request
The Clerk reported that the Club wished to build a log cabin within the confines of the Club’s grounds to house changing rooms.  The proposed building would be 10m long, 2m wide and 2.5m high and its installation would necessitate the removal of part of the hedge behind the chain link fence which separated the Club from the children’s playground.  Members questioned whether planning permission would be required for such a structure.
RESOLVED:  

i) that a site meeting be arranged, to be attended by the Committee Chairman and a Club representative.

ii) that the matter be considered at the next meeting of this Committee.



	L 2989
	Holiday Activities at Horley Recreation Ground and 

Yattendon Road Recreation Ground
The Deputy Clerk reported that a company called Adventure Unlimited, which aimed to enrich the lives of disadvantaged young people through free outdoor education events, wished to hold outdoor activities throughout the school summer holidays on Tuesday afternoons.  Climbing, archery and team building would take place at Horley Recreation Ground and bushcraft at Yattendon Road Recreation Ground.  The Deputy Clerk added that all the necessary insurances and risk assessments had been provided.  After a brief discussion, members agreed that the events could go ahead.
RESOLVED:  that Adventure Unlimited be granted permission to hold free children’s activities at Horley Recreation Ground and Yattendon Road Recreation Ground during the school summer holidays.  (A copy of the letter, detailing the Town Council’s terms and conditions is appended to these minutes.) 


	L 2990

	Church Event at Horley Recreation Ground

RESOLVED:  that permission be granted for Horley Baptist Church to use Horley Recreation Ground for a Church Event on Sunday 29 July.

(afternote:  the event was subsequently cancelled.)



	L 2991
L 2991)



	Horley Lions Charity Dog Show and Education Day

The Deputy Clerk reported that, after considerable effort by herself and Cllr George, it had been arranged that the Dog Warden, a local vet and Police dogs would be attending the event at Court Lodge Fields on Sunday 15 July.
RESOLVED:  noted.

(afternote:  due to inclement weather, the event wassubsequently postponed and re-arranged to take place at Horley Recreation Ground on 16 September.)



	L 2992

	Treeworks behind former Horley Anderson Centre

The Clerk confirmed that the bushes and conifers had been removed from the area, as well as the old fencing and posts.  This would allow the stumps to be ground out and the area to be tidied up, whilst retaining the larger trees.
RESOLVED:  noted.



	L 2993
	Residents’ Concerns about Football at Bay Close Open Space

The Clerk explained that some residents in Poynes Road were concerned about youths playing football at Bay Close Open Space and climbing into their gardens to retrieve balls.  The Committee Chairman explained that the current goal posts were free standing and their positions were constantly being changed.  He reminded members that consideration was being given to installing permanent junior goal posts, similar to the ones at Court Lodge Fields, subject to consultation with neighbours.
RESOLVED:  that the matter be raised at the Horley North West Neighbourhood Panel Meeting on 12 July.


	L 2994
	Horley Open Spaces Advisory Committee (HOSAC)

	
	It was noted that the next meeting of the Committee was due to take place on 17 July, when the main topic for discussion would be a review of the Management Plan for Riverside Garden Park.  It was agreed to invite a representative of the Piscatorial Society to the meeting and to also discuss the siting of one of the recently installed benches at Riverside.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L2995
	Horley in Bloom (HIB)

It was noted that, thanks to some late entries, the level of entries was very high this year.  The Deputy Clerk told members that judging had taken place on 3 July and thanks were recorded to the judges for their efforts.  (A copy of the press release is appended.)
RESOLVED: noted.


	L 2996
L 2996)


	South & South East in Bloom
It was noted that the judging had taken place earlier in the day. Cllr Simon Marshall told members that he had received many compliments about the town centre flower displays.  Cllr Powell suggested producing a Town Calendar of floral displays.  The Deputy Clerk advised that the results would be announced on 13 September.
RESOLVED:  
i) that thanks be recorded to the staff for their efforts

ii) 
that thanks be recorded to the Town Centre Caretaker for the cleanliness of the town centre.

iii) 
that letters of thanks be sent to the Grounds Maintenance Contractors.
iv) 
that a letter of thanks be sent to Brian Buss for his presentation on town centre history


	L 2997
	Horley Saturday Market
The Clerk reported that he had written to three potential market operators however, to date, there had been no response.
RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 2998
	Langshott Allotments
The Clerk reported that he had recently visited the site with the Deputy Clerk and the Committee Chairman.  He showed members photos of the very poor condition of the plots (full of rubble etc) and added that he had been in contact with the Regeneration Manager to inform him that the Town Council would not be prepared to take over the plots in this condition. (Further background information is appended.)
RESOLVED: noted.

  

	L 2999

	Charges for Allotments in 2013

RESOLVED:  that a Working Group comprising Cllrs Baird, Chapman, Powell, Sherwin and Spratt put forward recommendations, for consideration at the next meeting of this Committee.



	L 3000
	Gatwick Greenspace  Partnership (GGP) – Possible Change of Logo

Cllr George explained that this would be considered in detail at the next GGP Steering Group meeting.

RESOLVED:  noted



	L 3001
	Horley Jubilee Fun Day  

	
	It was noted that the Jubilee Committee had met earlier in the evening

and had agreed that, subject to funding being available, a Carnival would be held at Horley Recreation Ground on 13 July 2013.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3002
	Volunteer Works
The Clerk reported that volunteers from Scotia Gas Networks had now painted the remainder of the Welcome to Horley signs.  He added that the company hoped to be involved in more projects in September. 
RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3003
L 3003)

	The Deputy Clerk advised members that a Community Payback team had cleared some of the Himalayan Balsam at Church Meadows.  They also planned to spruce up the Michael Crescent Scout Hut, which they used as a base.

RESOLVED:  noted.

	L 3004
	RESOLVED:  that local groups and members be invited to join working parties next spring to help pull up Himalayan Balsam.

 

	L 3005
	Security in Recreation Grounds
The Clerk advised members that he was continuing to provide CCTV footage to the Police for various incidents.  He added that a group of youngsters had paid for damage caused to a property near to the Town Council Offices.

RESOLVED:  noted.


	L 3006
	Letters

	
	RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of the following:
i) Letter of thanks to Town Mayor for his attendance at the Reigate District Scouts AGM.

ii) Details of Police Neighbourhood Panel meetings and Town Centre events



	L 3007
	Diary Dates

	
	RESOLVED:  that forthcoming events be noted.


	
	Standing Order No 4 was suspended at 9.30 pm and the meeting continued until 9.38 pm.

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 18 September 2012




