HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL    


Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Horley Town Council held at the Albert Rooms, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 16 October 2012 at 7.30 pm. 


Present:
Councillor Richard Olliver – Chairman & Town Mayor


Councillors C Austin, J Baird, R Bethell, J Chapman, 


M George, Samantha Marshall, Simon Marshall, V Marshall, 


M Miller, D Powell, T Schofield, R Sherwin, J Spratt and 


F Stimpson

Also present:
A Jones

Town Clerk


C Fenton

Deputy Town Clerk
C 3143
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED: that the apologies of Cllrs Goldsmith and Robinson be 
accepted, for reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.  

(Cllr Hagerty was absent.)

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3144
Declarations of Interest


Cllr Miller declared a pecuniary interest in the item about the re-development of the Newman House site and left the Council Chamber whilst the matter was being discussed.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3145
Public Forum


No members of the public were present.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3146
Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 28 August 2012        


The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council were presented for confirmation by members and signature by the Chairman of the Council.


RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 28 August 2012, including all confidential items, be approved.

C 3147
Leisure & Amenities Committee, 10 July 2012      


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, including all confidential items, be received.


Leisure & Amenities Committee, 18 September 2012      

C 3148
Cllr George referred to minute L 3011 and explained that he had referred to the installation of permanent goal posts at Court Lodge Fields, rather than Michael 

C 3148)
Crescent Centenary Park, as had been minuted.


RESOLVED:  that minute L 3011 be amended accordingly.

C 3149
RESOLVED:  that the unapproved minutes of the above meeting of the Leisure & Amenities Committee, subject to the amendment recorded under item C 3148 above and including all confidential items, be received.

C 3150
Finance & General Purposes Committee, 31 July 2012   


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, including all confidential items, be received.

C 3151
Finance & General Purposes Committee, 25 September 2012   


RESOLVED:  that the unapproved minutes of the above meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, including all confidential items, be received.

C 3152
Planning & Development Committee, 14 August 2012        


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Planning & Development Committee be received.

C 3153
Planning & Development Committee, 11 September 2012        


RESOLVED:  that the approved minutes of the above meeting of the Planning & Development Committee be received.

C 3154
Recognition of Service of Past Chairmen


The Deputy Clerk reported that she was seeking a further quotation, prior to any final decision being taken.

RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3155
Town Awards


The Clerk reported that two nominations had now been received and added that he would be arranging a meeting of the Awards Sub-Committee very soon. 


RESOLVED: noted.

C 3156
Member Conduct under the Localism Act


The Clerk explained that the slide presentation from the recent training session was being revised and added that it would be placed on the Members’ Intranet, once available.


RESOLVED:  noted.


Annual Audit for Year Ending 31 March 2012

C 3157
RESOLVED:  that the External Auditor’s Certificate and Opinion (Section three of the Annual Return) be received. (Unqualified audit.)
C 3158
RESOLVED:  that the Annual Return be approved. (A copy is appended.)
C 3159
RESOLVED:  that the Issues Arising Report and the Clerk’s response be received.  (The Clerk’s response is appended.)

C 3160
RESOLVED:  that payment of £1,050 plus VAT to BDO LLP, for auditing the Annual Return, be approved.
C 3161
Chairman’s Report


The Chairman reported that he had attended the following:


Borough Cllr Horwood’s sponsored head shaving in aid of Brain Cancer

“Hello Hookwood” community event

Lord Lieutenant’s Garden Party

South & South East in Bloom Awards Ceremony

Concert in aid of St Catherine’s Hospice

Horley in Bloom Awards Ceremony

Archway Theatre 60th Anniversary Production (attended by Cllr Powell)


Bazzaz Fun Day for Surrey Beaver Scouts


Annual Meeting of Family Line


100th Birthday of Barnfield resident

RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3162
Horley Town Council and Reigate & Banstead Borough Council 

Liaison Committee

Members were updated on the recent meeting.  The Clerk confirmed he would ensure that minutes of the meetings were circulated to all members.

RESOLVED:  noted.
C 3163
Strategy and Forward Planning Advisory Group (S&FP Group)

It was noted that the Group was due to meet later in the week.  Cllr Schofield reported that a first draft of the Town Plan had been prepared.  In response to a member’s question, Cllr Baird responded that, following an analysis of responses to the residents’ questionnaire, received during the St George’s Day event, the five things most liked about Horley had been Community, Location, Open Spaces, Shops and Size of Town.


RESOLVED: noted.

Liaison Meetings with Surrey Police

C 3164
It was noted that an increased number of burglaries had been reported, also 
thefts of vehicle registration plates (for petrol theft from filling stations).  One 
PCSO post was still to be filled.  The Clerk added that concerns about airport 
parking in Church 
Road and Sangers Drive had been raised at the recent 
C 3164)
Liaison Meeting. Members were advised that the next meeting was due to take 
place on 9 November.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3165
RESOLVED:  that the new Police and Crime Commissioner, once elected, be invited to speak at the Town Meeting on 26 April 2013.
C 3166
Environment Matters

Cllr Powell reported that, following recent meetings, it now seemed likely that 
any Environment Campaign would only be run on a local basis. He added that 



it was hoped to run an art competition which could involve local schools and
 



other local youth groups (Scouts, Guides etc).
 



RESOLVED: that a meeting of the Environment Sub-Committee be called 
to discuss possible plans for 2013.
C 3167
Horley Town Council - Social Networking Policy

RESOLVED:  that the Social Networking Policy, as recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee, be adopted by Horley Town Council.  (A copy is appended.)

C 3168
Re-development of Newman House Site


Members considered the recent decision by the Borough Council’s Executive to sell the Newman House site to Thames Valley Housing Association for the building of commercial units and apartments.  They voiced their great concern that the Executive had taken this decision without giving members of the Horley Regeneration Forum the opportunity to have any input.  Cllr George added that the Newman House site had always been regarded as a key part of Horley’s regeneration.  Cllr Stimpson remarked that the Chamber of Commerce believed that the inclusion of serviced offices at the site would have attracted new businesses to the town. 

Cllr Schofield updated members, in his capacity as a Borough Councillor.  He explained that no Borough Councillors outside the Executive had been consulted, regarding the proposal.  He added that Portfolio Holders Cllrs Miller and Mrs Bramhall were to oversee the sale of the site.  He told members that the cinema option referred to in local press articles had been a last minute addition and it was highly unlikely that any cinema operator would have been interested in running the venture.  He went on to explain that the demolition of Newman House had saved the Borough Council a significant amount in business rates, although the sale of the site had generated a loss overall.  It was noted that the Borough Council would be taking on the leases of the commercial units at a peppercorn rent.  Members were also reminded that this was a recommendation at this stage and formal plans were yet to be submitted.

Members agreed that a strong letter be sent to the Borough Councils Chief Executive (with copies to the Leader and Portfolio Holders concerned) expressing this Council’s extreme dissatisfaction that the matter had not been brought before the Regeneration Forum, before any decision was taken.  It
C 3168)
 was also agreed to ask the Portfolio Holders concerned to give a presentation

 to members (Horley Borough Councillors also to be invited) on plans for the site and to explain how their Statement of Community Involvement was being adhered to.

RESOLVED:  that a letter be sent to the Borough Council’s Chief Executive, voicing this Council’s concerns.  
C 3169
Letters received


RESOLVED:  that receipt be noted of a letter from the Branch Secretary of the Horley Royal British Legion, giving details of this year’s Remembrance Programme.

C 3170
Diary Dates


RESOLVED: that future events be noted, in particular the Bonfire & Firework Display (3 November) and Remembrance Services (7 & 11 November).
C 3171
Urgent Business

RESOLVED:  that a possible response to recent inaccuracies in local press articles be considered at the next meeting of the Planning & Development Committee.

C 3172
RESOLVED:  that, “in view of the special or confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be excluded and that they be instructed to withdraw.”
C 3173
Horley Edmonds Community Fund
CONFIDENTIAL
C 3174


Members considered applications received.

Meeting closed at 8.26 pm.   

Date of Next Meeting:  11 December 2012 
