HORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL    


Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of Horley Town Council held at the Albert Rooms, Albert Road, Horley on Tuesday 22 January 2013 at 7.00 pm. 


Present:
Councillor Richard Olliver – Chairman & Town Mayor


Councillors C Austin, J Baird, R Bethell, J Chapman, 


M George, M Goldsmith, Samantha Marshall, Simon Marshall, 
V Marshall, D Powell, M Robinson, T Schofield, 


R Sherwin and F Stimpson

Also present:
A Jones

Town Clerk


C Fenton

Deputy Town Clerk
C 3199
Apologies and Reasons for Absence



RESOLVED: that the apologies of Cllrs M Miller and J Spratt be accepted, 
for reasons as specified in the Attendance Register.  

(Cllr Hagerty was absent.)

RESOLVED:  noted.


Declarations of Interest & Dispensations
C 3200
There were no Declarations of Interest regarding items on the agenda.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3201
RESOLVED:  that written requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests be received from Cllrs Austin, Baird, Bethell, Chapman, George, Goldsmith, Samantha Marshall, Simon Marshall, 

V Marshall, Olliver, Powell, Robinson, Schofield, Sherwin, Spratt and Stimpson.
C 3202
RESOLVED: that the requests for Dispensations be granted and the above-named members be permitted to take part in Horley Town Council’s budget and precept setting process.

C 3203
Public Forum


No members of the public were present.

RESOLVED:  noted.

C 3204
Movement of Reserves


The Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee explained his concerns that, if the existing earmarked funds had been spent, the Town Council would not have met its commitments under its General Reserve.  Moving the earmarked funds would raise the General Reserve above £100,000 and the Internal Auditor was in agreement with the proposal.  After further discussion the following was resolved;

C 3204)
RESOLVED:  that £56,895.47 be transferred from earmarked funds to General Reserves.  (Details are appended.)

Town Council Estimates and Precept – Financial Year 2013 – 2014

C 3205
Members considered the recommendations of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.   The Committee Chairman explained that, as a result of the reduced Council Tax Base, the Town Council would be receiving a Council Tax Support Grant from Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, in addition to the Precept requested. For this year it would equate with the Precept that would have been requested, based upon the non-adjusted Tax Base.  (A briefing paper is appended.)  Members expressed concern that this funding was discretionary and that there was no guarantee for the next financial year.


RESOLVED:  that discussion be held with representatives of Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, regarding the Precept setting process for 2013/2014, as early as possible in the next financial year. 

C 3206
Cllr Sherwin proposed and Cllr Baird seconded that the Precept, as recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee, be approved.  The motion was carried, Cllr Austin voted against.
C 3207
RESOLVED:  
i) that a Precept of £283,890 be set for the Financial Year 2013/2014, representing £33.95 per Band D Household (an increase of £0.65) and the Borough Council be informed accordingly. (Full details are appended.)

ii) that the Town Council acknowledge that a Council Tax Support Grant of £20,841 will additionally be paid by Reigate & Banstead Borough Council.
C 3208
RESOLVED:  that the press release, as appended, be approved.


Meeting closed at 7.30 pm.   

Date of Next Full Meeting:  12 February 2013
